Friends of Churchill Island Society Inc

FOCIS

Registration Number: A0021907W ABN: 78667051020 PO Box 852 COWES Vic 3922.

Number 167 Spring 2025

NEWSLETTER

Wumindjika, Welcome! We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which
we live, work and learn, the Bunurong. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Editor: Christine Grayden. editor@focis.org.au

DATES 2025 — 2026 for our FOCIS gatherings:

Note that the Visitor Centre no longer has a
function space, so other arrangements have been made
for us to gather from now on.

Saturday 13 September 2025: Phillip Island Nature
Parks Community Open Day — free entry for all Bass
Coast Shire residents and ratepayers with proof of
address. FOCIS will have a marquee at Churchill Island
from 10 a.m., with vegie seedlings grown on the island
to give away, or by donation. Drop by and say “Hi!”

Saturday 8 November, starting Time TBA — a short
General Meeting in the Churchill Island Shearing Shed,
followed by a guided walk through CI’s historic gardens
for FOCIS and local garden club members with Churchill
Island’s gardener Alice Ward.

Saturday 14 February 2026, starting 1.30 pm in the
Gurburra Bik Bik room at the Koala Conservation
Reserve. Short General Meeting followed by a cuppa
then guided walk through the Koala Conservation
Reserve with a PINP ranger. View the koalas, the prolific
birdlife and the endangered Bush Stone Curlews.
Discounted entry applies to FOCIS members.

Saturday 9 May 2026, Cl shearing shed, time TBA.
FOCIS General Meeting followed by a public event:
Churchill Island poetry reading. Polish up your poetry
writing skills to share with all of us! FOCIS President
Mike Cleeland to share a few of his bush poems.

AGM Saturday 8 August 2026: Lunch, venue and
catering TBA, followed by AGM and some music
provided by local musicians (sing-a-longs encouraged!).
For FOCIS members and guests.

Saturday November 14: Cl| shearing shed, time
TBA. FOCIS General Meeting followed by public event -
a combined viewing of Terry Melvin’s film of our play
“Whispers from the Past”, with narration by some of
the characters from the play.

Container Deposit Scheme FOCIS number
C2000035970. See article inside

You may usually receive your newsletter by email, but we
decided to send this edition in the post. Please see why in the
message from the membership secretary inside...

In this edition....
President’s Letter
PINP Community Open Day
New FOCIS Committee
Message from our membership secretary
Treasurer’s report
Museum Curator Reports
Farm & Attractions Manager Report
Farmers’ market stall
Container Deposit Scheme fundraiser
Highland Cattle — a grand old breed
Gallery
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President’s Letter - Mike Cleeland

Dear FOCIS members, this is my
first letter to you as FOCIS president.
I’'m delighted to take on this role! I'd
like to welcome the other members
of our new committee. Welcome
also to Katrina, our bookkeeper,
David W our new website manager
and Stephen, our new Facebook
administrator. You can read about them all on the next
page.

It has taken several committee members to replace
former executive committee member Tom O’Dea,
which has involved him in a lot of work to handover to
our new Treasurer, membership secretary, website
manager and bookkeeper.

The committee has planned an exciting year of
activities ahead — see the ‘FOCIS Gatherings’ panel this
page — with a new approach to ‘meetings’ needed now
that there is no Cl Visitor Centre function room. We’ve
already been busy since the AGM with our market stall
at the Churchill Island Market and our regular FOCIS
President/secretary-PINP staff get together.



mailto:editor@focis.org.au

FOCIS is donating $500 for the purchase of a
beautiful old gramophone with an impressive trumpet
speaker for display in Amess House. We may possibly
also assist financially with restoration of a white cast
iron garden tree-surround seat.

You can keep up to date with FOCIS activities on our
Facebook page and website, including about our
participation in the Phillip Island Nature Parks
Community Open Day, Saturday 13 September.

Finally, I’d like to thank the manager of Churchill
Island and the Koala Conservation Reserve, Dan
Kallstrom, and all of the Churchill Island staff for their
co-operation and encouragement of me as | ‘find my
feet’.
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Phillip Island Nature Parks Community
Open Day

OPEN DAY

Saturday 13 September

This annual event features lots of activities across
many of the Parks, including Churchill Island where the
day starts with a Welcome to Country at 10 a.m., and
an Environment Expo with stalls and activities from a
variety of environmental groups from Phillip Island.

FOCIS will be there! Come along to our marquee
near the wagon rides to get your own vegie seedlings,
grown in the Churchill Island hothouse — Free!

Most of our committee members will be there
wearing their FOCIS name tags, so please introduce
yourselves. We'd love to meet you!

Churchill Island, the Koala Conservation Reserve
and the Penguin Parade are all free for local residents
with proof of identity. You will need to book for the
Penguin Parade, using a discount code. You can find out
more here:

https://www.penguins.org.au/about/our-
community/community-news/community-open-day-
2025/

Please note that Penguin Parade tickets are limited,
so you may find they have booked out early.

(/\
)Y

g

A A A
5555

FOCIS Committee 2025-2026

By Christine Grayden, secretary

secretary@focis.org.au

We said goodbye in fine style to our immediate
past president David Maunders, awarding him a Life
Membership for his 15 years of dedicated service in
various ways to FOCIS. He was given a personalized
book of Churchill Island photos as a memento of his
service. Our treasurer- membership secretary-website

manager Tom O’Dea, already a Life Member, was
thanked along with his wife Ruth O’Dea with a
Certificate of Appreciation, as was former president and
committee member Graeme Clauscen. Pauline Taylor,
who has remained on the committee, was presented
with a belated Life Membership certificate from a
previous meeting.

A FOCIS Churchill Island

memento in pictures

for
David Maunders
August 2025
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Cover of the book presented to David Maunders

Meanwhile, FOCIS members responded
wonderfully to our plea for new committee members to
avoid FOCIS having to wind up. Here’s our new
committee:

Executive:

President: Mike Cleeland

Vice President: Terry Holman

General Secretary / newsletter editor / Facebook
manager: Christine Grayden

Treasurer: Neroli Raff

Membership secretary: Jenny Leonard

Minutes secretary: Bonnie Taylor

General Committee:

Don Johnstone, Phillip Island & District Historical
Society rep; Pauline Taylor, Phillip Island Conservation

Society rep; Di Scukovic; Sue Trist and Cathy Jones.
Assistants:

David Woodberry is now volunteer website manager.
Stephen Paull is now volunteer Facebook
administrator.

Katrina Graham of ‘Dent Bookkeeping’ is being
contracted to assist our treasurer by keeping our
account records.

Our committee is off to a great start, supported by
Tom answering many questions for handovers. We are
very grateful to Tom for continuing on for a month until
we found a new FOCIS treasurer.

Now we are looking forward to meeting our FOCIS
members and your family and friends at our FOCIS
gatherings.
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Membership Secretary’s message —

Jenny Leonard

Our thanks to all members who
have renewed this year, and welcome
to our 20 new members!

We are aware that some members
who normally receive information from
FOCIS by email have not been receiving
our emails. This may be because email
servers are blocking our email address.

To try to sort this out, FOCIS secretary Christine
Grayden will shortly be emailing all current members
and newly-lapsed members who normally receive
FOCIS information by email. Please send a brief reply to
let Christiine know if you have received the email, and
if lapsed members could let us know if you intend to
rejoin that would be very helpful.

My assistant, committee member Cathy Jones and
I will then phone those current and newly lapsed
members who have not replied to Christine’s email.

We are also talking with Pl Nature Parks to update
member entitlements, as there seems to be some
difficulty in FOCIS members accessing discounts. We
will let you know the outcome.

Meanwhile, our new 3-year subscription option has
been well received, with half of our members choosing
to renew for three years.

Please encourage friends and family to join FOCIS.
Go to: https://focis.org.au/membership/

Treasurer’s Report — Neroli Raff

Thank you to everyone for the
warm welcome to FOCIS and to my
new role as Treasurer. I'm looking
forward to supporting the Society to
pursue our purpose and goals.

This has all happened in the last
week, and access to the financial
information is still being finalised so
please excuse me for not submitting a fuller report. All
| can say today is that our term deposit with Bendigo
Bank is due to mature this week and will be reinvested
with Bendigo Bank for 7 months at 3.8% interest. The
account balances have not varied a great deal from our
annual report yet.

| am looking forward to meeting and working with
Katrina who is the newly appointed FOCIS bookkeeper,
and all the other committee members. I’'m also looking
forward to meeting the members at the coming events.

Don’t forget that all donations over S2 to our
Heritage Fund are tax deductible. To donate go to:
https://focis.org.au/donation/

Churchill Island Museum

Curator - Maxine Holden

Summary of July 2025 report to
the AGM:

First, let me say it’s been a very
exciting 12 months since | first stood
before you as the new museum and
archive curator for Churchill Island. A lot has been
achieved in that time:

o Review of all the rooms within our heritage
precinct to ensure appropriate interpretation
and to tease out the stories of private
ownership during the times of both Rogers and
Amess.

o Cleaning the collection to museum-standard.
PINP volunteers Marg, Jude and Robyn and |
carefully cleaned and sensitively rearranged all
objects to highlight the story whilst returning
the National Trust collection to its former glory.

o Training the volunteers in correct handling and
care of our heritage items.

o Full review of the collection inventory and the
appropriate tagging of all items

o Updating the Content Management System to
a standard that will assure we are operating in
accordance to the expectations of the
upcoming 2025 Museums Accreditation

review.
o All documents have been submitted to AMaGA
for reaccreditation - including the newly-

developed collecting policies, museum-
standard procedures for acquisitions, loans,
donations and deaccessioning.

o A Future 5yr Plan for the site was also
submitted and the key area of attention will be
interpretation.

o The plan will bring attention to improved
interpretation, including the way in which items
can link to the stories being told as well as how
we can improve interpretation using ‘more
sound’ and ‘less text’ (in order to increase
access for our multi-lingual audiences) by way
of the Soundscapes Project | discussed briefly at
last years’ AGM.

Finally, over the later months of this year | will
begin photographing and digitising our collection for
archival and records management. This will be an
exciting phase and will allow new acquisitions to be
highlighted.

All of this activity and more will be communicated
to your membership via the regular meetings we
continue to have with Christine and other members of
the FOCIS executive.


https://focis.org.au/membership/
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Farm Report — Peter Officer

Churchill Island has presented some farming
challenges this year, ongoing dry conditions, declining
available pasture in paddocks, checking water and
feeding livestock every day has kept all on their toes.
More happenings:

o Easter Festival was very well received with the
return of the working horses along with the
usual stall holders.

o Wagon Driver training is continuing under the
Guidance of Pete X.

o There will be 5 new Highland breeders joining

the main group next year. These girls were
bred here on Churchill Island.

o Lambing is in full swing with lots of multiple
births. New lamb numbers are around 40 at
present.

o Chloe D has achieved 10 years of service at PINP
and is taking some well-deserved time off in
November and December.

o The wallaby enclosure is under-going some
minor subdivision work for better display of our
farm animals.

Let’s hope we get some more rain to kick off a good

hay season this year. Thank you to FOCIS for your
ongoing help and support over the last year.
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Phillip Island Nature Parks attraction manager for
Churchill Island & Koala Conservation Reserve

Dan Kallstrom

2024-25 has been a busy year for Churchill Island
with 117,262 paying visitors to the farm; an increase of
nearly 28% on the previous year.

The Bandicoot Discovery Tour launched on
weekends over the summer and school holidays. It is
limited at 20 people per tour and runs after dark
throughout the farm precinct of Churchill Island. Nearly
150 visitors participated in these over the 2024/25
Summer school holidays, which is a good start to this
budding tour run by the PINP Visitor Experience team.
The highest number of Eastern Barred Bandicoots
spotted on a tour was 31!

The Easter Festival was a success with 3700 visitors
enjoying the three-day festival. This year there was

more of an emphasis on the working horses, which was
well received. The Cl café also had their biggest day of
trading ever on the Easter Saturday. We are looking
forward to hosting an even better event next year.

Similarly, Ocean Sounds Festival went off with a
bang with close to 6000 ticket holders watching a great
lineup of bands play against a stunning backdrop of a
calm Westernport Bay. The last two years of festivals
have been very successful and showcased the stunning
beauty of Cl. The promoters cross-promote the
attraction in their email campaigns and social media
posts and it would be interesting to know the number
of unique visitors this exposure brings to the island.

Tickets on sale for Ocean Sounds now:

https://www.oceansoundsfestival.com.au/

You <can find FOCIS on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@Friendsofchurchi
llislandOrgAu

And Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/FOCISAust/

Facebook posts appear on our website too

https://focis.org.au/
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Farmers’ Market FOCIS Stall —

Don Johnstone

Our thanks to Regional Farmers
Markets for allowing FOCIS to hold an
information stall and take donations at Al
the monthly Churchill Island market. We also offer
some merchandise for sale, including mugs with photos
from the island: Clydesdales, highland cattle, historic
trees; cards featuring Minnie Lawrence’s sketches and
of course copies of our book Churchill Island History and
Her Story.

Having a life-long association with Churchill Island,
| love working there as ticketing staff, volunteering in
the historic precinct, and representing FOCIS as a
committee member at the market stalls and other
events. We're at the market most months. Drop by and
see us after you buy your market produce — and throw
some of your spare change into our donations bucket!



https://www.oceansoundsfestival.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/@Friendsofchurchi
https://www.facebook.com/FOCISAust/
https://focis.org.au/

Market dates for the rest of 2025, all Saturdays:
October 4; November 1; December 6. 8 am — 1 pm.
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Container Deposit Scheme CDS ongoing
fundraiser:

Most aluminium, glass, plastic, and liquid
paperboard (carton) drink containers between 150mL
and 3 litres are eligible. This includes plastic soft drink
bottles, glass beer bottles, soft drinks and alcohol sold
in cans, and small fruit juice cartons. More information
about which containers are eligible can be found here:

https://cdsvic.org.au/eligible-containers

Committee member Don Johnstone has been
collecting containers from Churchill Island café and
depositing them at the CDS depot at the Cowes
Industrial Estate or CDS machine at IGA in Cowes to
donate to FOCIS. So far we have raised several hundred
dollars this way — it’s amazing how every 10 cents adds
up! The FOCIS CDS partner number is C2000035970 for
you to enter to direct your container deposit to us.

Thanks to our supporters who are donating their
container money to us. Please consider donating your
container refund to FOCIS if you go to your CDS
recycling point. CDS Cowes on the industrial estate has
a wall of local charities and their CDC partner I.D.
number, including FOCIS.
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A History of Highland Cattle in
Australia, and Churchill Island!

The Grand Old Breed - Arguably one of the most
majestic breeds, easily recognisable, and once seen, can
never be forgotten.

Every visitor loves Churchill Island’s
Highland Cattle -

Notes from the Australian Highland
Cattle society
https://www.australianhighlandcattle.org/

Find out more in their information booklet here:
https://www.australianhighlandcattle.org/blog/ahcs-
information-booklet

Here are some extracts from the booklet:

One of Britain's oldest, most distinctive, and best-
known breeds, with a long, thick, flowing coat of rich
hair and majestic sweeping horns, the Highland Cattle
breed has remained largely unchanged over the
centuries.

Written records go back to the 18" century and the
Highland Cattle Herdbook, first published in 1885, lists
pedigrees since that time. It is believed that the
Highland is the oldest registered breed in the world.

But it is on the vast areas of poor mountain land
with high annual rainfall and bitter winds that Highland
Cattle thrive and breed where no other cattle could
exist; Highland Cattle can be found foraging 10,000 feet
up in the Andes. Making the most or poor forage,
calving outside and seldom, if ever, housed they make
a real economic contribution to hill and upland areas.
The breed is exceptionally hardy with a natural and
unique ability to convert poor grazing efficiently.

They are remarkable for their longevity: many
Highland cows continue to breed to ages in excess of
eighteen years having borne fifteen calves. They are
awesome mothers and form a strong bond with their
calf. The versatility of the Highland breed led to a great
upsurge in exports to the USA, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Germany,
Austria, Holland and South America.

Highland Cattle were imported into Australia by
various Scottish migrants in the middle of the
nineteenth century. The first arrival of Highland Cattle
into Australia came onboard the Sovereign in 1829,
imported by Lieutenant Surge Thomas Braidwood
Wilson RN, namesake of the town of Braidwood in New
South Wales.

Lieutenant Surgeon Wilson owned a 12,000-acre
property in Braidwood named Braidwood Farm which
employed a huge workforce of 140 by the early 1830's.
Once disembarking in Sydney Town, Lieutenant
Surgeon Wilson’s imports were driven overland to
Braidwood Farm. In 1838 a huge drought hit the region
and, the Shoal having dried up, district records show
that Dr Wilson and Captain John Coghill turned over
1,000 long-horned Highland Cattle into the hills
surrounding Braidwood, never to be recovered. It is
reported that youths of the district had great sport in
shooting the “wild beast” over many years later.

Other importations came later. In 1841, Chieftain
Aeneas Ranaldson MacDonell of Glengarry, Scotland,
landed at Port Albert, Victoria with his clan to set up a
system of farming at Greenmount, on the Tarra River
near the present-day town of Yarram. It is claimed that
the clan drove its fold of Highland Cattle to Greenmount
preceded by a piper.

Samuel Amess, who made a fortune in the
Victorian goldfields and became Mayor of Melbourne in
1869, kept a small fold of black Highland Cattle on
Churchill Island.

Of course, Churchill Island is now owned by the
Victorian Government and managed by the board of the
Phillip Island Nature Parks, appointed by the minister.
When the decision was made in the 1980s to re-
establish a Highland Cattle fold on Churchill Island,
FOCIS purchased the first cows, and any of the
struggling calves were bottle fed by the first manager
Carrol Schulz and his wife Amy.


https://cdsvic.org.au/eligible-containers
https://www.australianhighlandcattle.org/
https://www.australianhighlandcattle.org/blog/ahcs-information-booklet
https://www.australianhighlandcattle.org/blog/ahcs-information-booklet

FOCIS member the late Amy Schulz feeds an orphan Highland calf of the Churchill Island Highland cattle fold,
c. 1987. Photo: Carrol Schulz collection.

Highland Cattle are now a popular breed in Australia, so no longer classified as a ‘rare breed’. While Churchill Island’s
fold is very small, it is very significant, both historically, and in contributing to the Highland Cattle gene pool in Australia.

Photo Gallery:

Clockwise from top left: Two cane chairs and table of
flowers for a téte-a-téte on the back verandah, Amess House;
Hand clasps on kitchen wall; FOCIS sign, donations box and
book in the covered breezeway between Amess House and
the half cellar; Welcome signs to encourage visitors to
explore Amess House and Rogers Cottages. The sign at the
front indicates that wheelchairs and pushers can use the back
entrance to access Amess House. Thanks curator Maxine and
Phillip Island Nature Parks — this will be a great help!

to our historic homestead

Step inside and discover our
house and cottages
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