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Merry Christmas to all
our members

And a Happy New
VYear
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President’s Report
David Maunders

Since the AGM

We have been busy since our

last meeting. Community Day was held on
September 14 and Cecily conducted the
Harmony and Phoenix Choirs performing for
visitors. We had our usual FOCIS information
table and Don sold tickets for the tractor
wagons rides, the proceeds of which went to
FOCIS boosting our funds by a useful $270.
Our thanks to Dan Kallstrom for providing this
opportunity. Dan also approached us to take
bottles and cans to the Container Deposit
Scheme depot. Tom succeeded in registering
FOCIS as a charity statewide so that anyone
can reclaim containers and donate the
proceeds to us.

As a Seniors’ month activity, the Phillip Island
Camera Club visited Churchill Island and
asked if some members could be on hand in
period dress. Robyn and Don obliged and the
piano players, Kate and Olena played for them.

Don and | worked with Kerri Richie on a
volunteer induction day held on 26 October.
We hope these half dozen new volunteers will
join us on a regular basis.

Terry, Don and | took part in a useful meeting
convened by Dan and involving Maxine, our
curator, Pete and Chloe and Todd, visitors
centre manager to discuss future presentation
of Rogers Cottage and other museum matters.

As a committee, we co-opted Graeme
CLAUSCEN, former president, to fill the
general committee member vacancy. Christine
was unable to continue as newsletter editor
and resigned. David took over this role.

Planned events

We were unable to continue with the planned
play but the Phoenix Choir has offered to sing
caros on 411 and 18 December
(Wednesdays 11.45) and on the weekend 21,
22 December.

A Bushdance in the shearing shed has been
booked for Saturday 22 February, 3.30-6.30
featuring Blackberry Jam.

Robyn Holman has approached us to support
a Back2Back competition between the
Koorooman Spinners from Leongatha and
Phillip Island Woolshed Spinners. The
competition involves shearing a sheep,
spinning the wool and knitting a shawl in one
day. FOCIS has been asked to help cover
insurance. We are also working on offering a
treasure hunt on the same day for younger
visitors. This will probably be in September.

Christine Grayden and | are working on a
submission to the Local History Grants
program of the Public Record Office of Victoria
to digitize the early FOCIS newsletters and the
Carroll Schulz photo collection. The outcome
will be announced next June.

David

Treasurer’s — Membership
Secretary’s Report by Tom
O’Dea

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 31
October 2024

Highlights:

1. Membership numbers fell by 21 from 113
Paying Memberships as at 30 June 2024 to
92 Paying Memberships as at 30 June
2024. The total number of paying Members
as at 31 October 2024 was 180, a fall of 40.

2. Total net assets increased by $642 from
$18,559 as at 30 June 2024 to $19,201 as
at 31 October 2024.

3. For the Operating Fund:

3.1.We had $9,429.52 in the bank as at 31
October 2024.

3.2.We also have a Term Deposit with
Bendigo Bank of $44,041.47 invested
for 12 months at 4.65%, maturing on 13
September 2025.



3.3.We had 57 copies of the Third Edition
of the Book in our inventory as at 31
October 2024. These have been valued
at cost at $14.31 each, giving us
$815.67 for the total value of that asset.

3.4. A significant item is “Interest Income” of
$2,059.16 which is mainly interest
earned on our Term Deposit which
matured on 13 September 2024. Bank
interest was just 32 cents.

3.5.We sold 1 copy of the Book during the
last 4 months for a total of $20.00.

4. For the Heritage Fund:

4.1.We had $8,954.60 in the bank as at 31
October 2024.

4.2.The Victoria Container Deposit
Scheme initiative has managed to raise
$2.00.

4.3.The Donations from Tractor/Trailer
Rides initiative has raised $270.00.

5. Running Costs:

5.1.We are continuing to live within our
means. Regular income (interest and
subscriptions) of $4,299 was more than
enough to cover our overheads of
$1,687, leaving a surplus of $2,612 for
the current year.

5.2.The current membership rates
represent very good value, particularly
for a Concession Household where the
Society receives $17.00 in income per
year but we are currently spending
$18.34 per year in providing services to
that Household.

The complete treasurer’s report is available on
our website focis.org.au/generalmeetings

General Meeting 16 November

We were delighted to have as guest speaker
Mike Cleeland, who has taken a role in a
number of our drama and music events. Mike
spoke about his specialist area of interest,
geology and outline the origin of the rock
foundation of Churchill Island. Churchill is the
same as the surrounding area and is largely
volcanic including basalt and greenstone. Mike
showed an aboriginal stone axe many
thousands of years old.

Members will be aware that Mike and his family
have a long-standing association with Churchill
Island going back to his ancestor, John
Cleeland, who built Woolamai House.
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Cowes Primary School 150 anniversary.
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Cowes Primary received a visit from our
wagonette as part of their anniversary
celebrations. Grade 6 came to Churchill Island
a few weeks later.

HBEHHB

Life membership for Pauline Taylor

The general meeting gave approval to Life
Membership being granted to Pauline Taylor.
Pauline has been a FOCIS member for over 30
years and has served as secretary. She is also

a long-standing member of the Phillip Island
Conservation Society and President of the
Friends of Golden Cypresses.

Her contribution to FOCIS has been long
valued and she is currently advocating for
improved access for mobility challenged
visitors.

HBEHHB

New Volunteer Induction

Don Johstone and David Maunders worked
with Volunteer Coordinator Kerri Richie in
introducing new volunteers to guide visitors
around the historic precinct. This was followed
by a “Buddy Shift” with David or Don to boost
confidence until they are ready to work solo.

L

HBEHHB

Cannon

The cannon restoration will probably be
finished before you read this newsletter.
Congratulations to the restoring team. We do
not have photos in time for our deadline so
here is what it looked like before restoration.



Museum Curator

Maxine Holden

Womin djeka and | wish to acknowledge the
Boon Wurrung elders, past and present, who
first walked this island for the centuries that
precede us.

Since last writing in August 2024, much has
happened on the Island and within our heritage
precinct. The new and updated suite of
Churchill Island collecting policies have been
drafted and approved; we have formed the
Collections Acquisition Committee (with a
number of important donations being received
from across Victoria); the National Trust loans
have been identified and audited; and the
archive is revamped, making it more usable
and professional — maybe one day we will be
able to host visitors who make an appointment
to research any materials held by PINP.

The collections found throughout Amess house
and Rogers’ cottage have been analysed and
reviewed for their relevance to each exhibition
and with a number of items relocated to the
room that better suits the objects — this has
been done with the assistance of our volunteer
Archivist, Marg. Together we have shown the
utmost respect to the collection and its place
within the heritage precinct. | am delighted with
progress to date.

Marg and | have also commenced the
museum-standard cleaning of each room, with
some way to go! The Island dust and insects
find their way into every nook. You will also
notice that for a seasonal change, we have
installed an elegant dinner setting in the Dining
Room alongside our beautiful pink glass oil
lamp and will soon be able to hang some very
complementary artworks. All of this made
possible by the generous donations | have
received since beginning in June.

Of course, the most obvious change is that
works on our built heritage are complete and
met the standards of Heritage Victoria. We can
now welcome back our visitors to a restored
historic precinct, and they can move safely
around the property as summer approaches.

By February our standards will again be
reviewed when we undertake the Museums
Re-Accreditation Process with staff from
AMaGA Victoria. Such an important process,
for which | am grateful our precinct has been
selected.

Lastly, the Minnie Lawrence sketchbook has
entered its final stages of restoration. It has
gone to the photographers for digitization and
will soon be rebound and returned to its home
here on the Island. In the near future, | will
determine how best to display this important
original document so that visitors can see the
fine work achieved through the support of the
Copland Foundation and enjoy the tale of
Minnie Lawrence.

| am working on Tuesday afternoon /
Wednesday morning of each week so come by
and say hello, when you are next volunteering
on the island.

Maxine

Farm Report

Peter Officer

Dear FOCIS members

There is a lot happening at \S
Churchill Island as we M’ i
prepare for the Summer '
Break. We are looking after new Jersey heifer
calves of which we hope to train up for the cow
miking in a couple of years.

A new lamb has also arrived (10 days old) now
being bottle fed.

Alice has returned from her trip to Europe and
is back in the Garden which is looking great.
Chloe has taken a well-earned break on Long
Service Leave and will return Mid December.

Restoration Teams are nearing completion of
their projects of the Cannon and Fertilizer
spreader.

Clydesdales will be back in work next week
preparing for the upcoming holiday break.
Storms created a major hurdle for us with the
loss of two large Cypress trees being lost.

Cheers, Pete
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Bush Dance Returns

We are pleased to be able to announce that
our successful 2023 Bush Dance with return
to Churchill Island on

Saturday 22 February 2025
3-30 to 6.30pm.
In the Shearing Shed.

The popular band Blackberry Jam has
been booked. FOCIS members and Phillip
Island Nature Park ticket holders can enter
Churchill Island at any time on the day. Bush
Dance ticket holders can enter from 3.00 pm.

Advance booking opens on 25 November and
closes on 21 February. If tickets are not sold
out beforehand, they may be purchased on the
day from 3.00pm.

Admission Prices are

1 x Adult (person aged 16 years and $35.00
over)

1 x Concession (Pensioners, Seniors, $28.00
Full-time Students, Apprentices)

1 x Familyl (1 Adult plus children aged $45.00
15 years and under)

1 x Family2 (2 Adults plus children aged $80.00

15 years and under)

Please note that there is no price increase from
the 2023 admission cost.

Patrons are recommended to arrive before
normal island visiting finishes at 4.00pm.

Please note that this is an alcohol-free
event. Other refreshments may be
purchased at the café before 4 pm or bring
your own.
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Bookings can be made at
https://focis.org.au/bushdance2025

or use this QR code (next page)
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https://focis.org.au/bushdance2025

HBEHHB

School Holiday wagon rides resume.

Charlie and Nellie are keen to get back into
action offering wagon rides in the school
holidays after Christmas.

Lazy days of grass munching will be replaced
by some mornings of hard work. Come along
and take a ride.

Working bee

A successful working bee was held on
Saturday 5 October. John, Linda, Robyn, Terry
and David worked with Don who organized the
work: largely dusting down the farm machinery,
a never-ending job. Also, paths were raked
after the previous night’s downpour carved into
the gravel. Nellie and Charlie looked on not
giving much help but replaced for the day by
the tractor for the wagon rides. We completed
our work before the rain returned. Don
produced a sumptuous morning tea
afterwards.
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