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Shortly after our last issue, we learned
that FOCIS has been awarded a grant
of $5599 from the Copland Foundation
for the stabilisation of the Minnie
Lawrence sketchbook. This is a book of
sketches of Churchill Island made by
Minnie  Lawrence, one of the
granddaughters of Samuel and Jane
Amess in the early 1900s. The book is
very fragile and will be preserved by the
Grimwade Conservation Services at
Melbourne University. Digital images
will be made which can be reproduced.

The grant owes much to Andrea
Cleland, our curator. We are sorry to
learn that Andrea is moving to another
role in the Nature Park but she has
kindly volunteered to see through the
process funded by the grant and
prepare the report. Some images from
the book are included here.
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We will publish details of when and
how images can be obtained at the
conclusion of the project.

VOLUNTEER INDUCTION

Volunteer coordinators Kerri and
Louise held an induction session on
Wednesday 27 March for new
volunteers to work with visitors on
Churchill Island. David and Don
contributed information on history and
stories and, with other volunteers, are
available to work buddy sessions to
help new people gain confidence.




ISLAND WELL ATTENDED AT EASTER

Visitors flocked to the island over Easter. FOCIS
members welcomed them to the house and on
Good Friday, the sounds of the piano also greeted
them.

Charlie and Nellie worked at wagon rides with
some help from Pete, Mel and other volunteers. It
was a five-person job, with someone selling
tickets, Pete driving, Mel holding the horses while
loading and unloading and a further person

assisting this and a final volunteer managing the
queue and taking tickets. On Saturday morning
nearly 180 people enjoyed rides and the other
sessions were also well attended.

FOCIS members can be satisfied that our purchase
of Charlie has achieved our goal of reinstating
wagon rides. Pete Officer is hopeful of borrowing
some Clydesdales at future peak periods to extend
the time that rides can be offered. Horses need to
be spelled and our team worked two shifts of one
and a half hours per day.




GENERAL MEETING OF 4 MAY

We have not included the President’s Report in
this newsletter as the items on which he
reported are included elsewhere.

Two speakers were welcome from Phillip Island
Nature Parks:

Daniel Kallstrom

Attraction Manager Koala Conservation
Reserve and Churchill Island

and
Kate Adams, Community Impact Manager

Daniel outlined recent visitor attendance
numbers. Churchill Island numbers improved in
2024, with more than 10,000 in March. He
suggested that Churchill Island was running at
a loss and more needed to be done to offer
special events. Nights tours for then eastern
barred bandicoots had proved popular and were
fully booked when last offered. Behind the
scenes animal feeding was being considered.

The restoration grant timeline extended and
work will start shortly.

There is pressure for more retail space and it is
proposed to move the ticket desk and adjust the
historical display. This latter issue is of concern
to FOCIS members as there has been long
pressure from retail space and more museum
space is needed.

The touch screen for the visitors’ centre had
been ordered and should be in place soon.
FOCIS has provided access to suitable video
clips some of which may be edited for length.

The issue was raised about a budget for the
maintenance of restored exhibits. Volunteers
have restored items such as the milk dray,
ploughs, the dray which will deteriorate if not
given periodic maintenance, paint etc.

The position of curator has been advertised and
shortlisted to five. Dan and Andrea will interview
shortly.

Kate Adams

Outlined her role. Her section included the volunteer
coordinator (a new single person would be appointed
in July) and the Community Engagement Officer, a
position now held by our former curator, Andrea
Cleland.

Kate outlined the previous Reconciliation Action Plan
and that a new one was in place for 2024-7.

The president thanked Kate and Daniel for sharing
their time at our meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Tom’s full report can be viewed online at focis.org.au

Highlights to 30 April.

1. Total nett assets increased by $2,012 from
$14,733 as at 30 June 2023 to $16,475 as at
30 April 2024.

2. In the Operating Fund, we had about $8,600
in the bank as at 30 April 2024.

3. We have a Term Deposit with Bendigo Bank
of $41,982.63 invested for 12 months at
4.90%, maturing on 13 September 2024.

4. A significant item is “Interest Income” of
$1,121.06 which is mainly interest earned on
our Term Deposit which matured on 13
September 2023. (Bank interest was just 43
cents.) Total Interest for the previous
financial year was $3.89.

5. We sold 117 books during the last 10
months.

6. Inthe Heritage Fund, we had about $7,300 in
the bank as at 30 April 2024.

7. Membership numbers fell by 32 - from 142
paying memberships as at 30 June 2023 to
110 paying memberships as at 30 April 2024.




FARM REPORT

Dear FOCIS members

We had a fantastic Easter weekend with 3,500 visitors
enjoying a great range of activities. We had
everything from wagon rides, animal feeding, Misty
the Penguin, plant propagation, lots of catering
options, face painting, wool spinners, guest
blacksmiths to Wayne Campbell whip cracking. Our
demonstrations also ran twice a day to cater to
morning and afternoon visitors.

Brandon Kroon was an enormous success with his
chainsaw carving, and we now have three beaut
sculptures of a penguin, bandicoot and koala that will
be showcased t each of our sites.

A fantastic group of volunteers contributed to the
atmosphere and supported activities on the ground
over the four days. We were very grateful to
everyone’s participation over the Easter weekend.

Bandicoot tours were run over three nights and were
booked out each night. We’ve had very positive
feedback about the experience, and we hope to
continue to build this product for Churchill Island.

Lastly, Port Phillip Historic Machinery Society
returned to visit Churchill Island on Easter Sunday
and they were very pleased to be back. They put on
a display of a variety of old stationery engines that
added greatly to our Heritage Farm atmosphere.

Cheers, Pete

CURATOR’S REPORT

Firstly, congratulations on your award for
Whispers from the Past at the Victorian
Community History Awards! What a great
achievement and recogpnition for all the effort and
creativity that you put into Churchill Island. The
continuous efforts by members over many years
ensures that the significant stories of the island
are shared with the community in creative and
engaging ways.

Thank you all for your participation in our MAP
reaccreditation workshop held on 2 February
2024. It was great to work through what
reaccreditation entails and think about our plans
for the next year. Your contribution has directly
helped to shape the Forward Plan for Churchill
Island and your feedback will be used in shaping
our current Statement of Purpose. Thank you also
to FOCIS members for being on deck to share
historic photos to support restoration works as
part of our Living Heritage Grant.

Another exciting piece of news is that we were
successful in our application for the Copland
Foundation Grant for the conservation of the
Minnie Lawrence sketchbook!! Conservation
works have begun at Grimwade Conservation
Services under paper conservator Peter
Mitchelson.

| was also able to talk about the wonderful
opportunities available for volunteering on
Churchill Island at the recently held Future Focus
volunteer meeting held and provide discussion on
efforts to preserve the Amess Lace collection. |
am pleased to let you know that we finished
checking the condition and rewrapped the lace in
two follow up workshops held during March with
our wonderful volunteers Jude, Marg and Linda.

Finally, this will be my last report in my capacity
as Museum Curator. | have been offered the
opportunity to take up the Community
Engagement Officer role and | am looking forward
to working with you and the broader community
across the Phillip Island Nature Parks.




We have achieved so much together since | joined
during lockdown back in 2021. Each curator at
Churchill Island has brought different perspectives
and strengths to preserve our amazing history. |
hope my time as curator has seen the stabilisation
of the collection and its ongoing care into the future.
| am immensely grateful for the support you have
all given me and | hope to be able to continue to
contribute in some way. Stay tuned for Community
Day!

Best wishes, Andrea

EDITOR’S COMMENT

We are sorry that Andrea is leaving the role of
curator. She has done an excellent job and has
already laid out a plan for the museum
reaccreditation next year. We are furthermore
grateful that she has agreed to continue to oversee
the Minnie Lawrence sketchbook restoration and to
prepare the report for the Copland Foundation at the
end of the process.

We are glad that she is remaining with the Nature
Park and as Community Engagement Officer, we
look forward to her engaging with FOCIS.

Let us hope that we can find someone to take on the
role in reaccreditation year, who has a commitment
and passion for the Churchill Island heritage.

RESTORATION REPORT

Dray. ‘Official’ signage designed and ordered..
Stump Jump Plough. No change

Blue Wheat Waggon. Still awaiting the steel
happen, too expensive and no effective shelter
for the work to be done. A very big project for a

team of one day a week volunteers and getting
bigger. The state of some of the wheels means
that it is in danger of falling over which will be the
end of it.

The new Gun Carriage, Apart from installation of
metal work, a last stage process before painting,
the gun carriage woodwork is just about finished.
The new platform has been delayed a few weeks
awaiting materials and still some to come. Wood
at the preferred sizes has been hard to source and
compromises will have to be made. Our target is
spring. Cannon. First stage of conservation in
progress, the preservation coating has arrived
and the first coat put on inside and out. A muzzle
plug with the Amess cattle brand has been made
and | propose to make a dummy flintlock firing
mechanism as originally fitted after the cannon is
installed in its permanent location. | think we
should try to get a re-enactment society such as
the Williamstown artillery group to come and using
a flash-bang dummy fire the gun. Lots of smoke
and noise.
Location. Our proposed new location is by the
flagpole below the house, the flagpole to be fitted
with a cross bar and signalling gear as per Naval
practice and some signal flags acquired as a nod
to Lt. Grant. The new gun equipment (small arms
they are called) to be displayed in a rack beside it.
The gun carriage will be fitted with its blocks and
ropework as equipped when ready for use.
The subject of location is under discussion but
NP, thought the farm manager will have a say
here as we are asking for changes, and
conservation, of the flagpole.

Seeder. Tim is well along the way with the seeder,
he has more or less dismantled it and is treating
all the metal parts individually before reassembly.
It is looking very good in its original livery; the
information being obtained from his uncle’s old
archive.

Peter wants our next project to be some work on
an older but working tractor. Involves much
cleaning and rust removal, removal and repainting
of some parts, a new seat etc. Brian’s hobby is car
restoration but he’s not keen on the tractor so far.

There are completed projects still not on display.
The dairy equipment, the wooden horse, some
smaller items. I'd like to see them in a permanent
site before too long. Most are in sheds or the
volunteers’ hut.

Brian, Clive, Greg, Jeff, Tim




FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF VICTORIA

Over the weekend of 20-21 April, 97 members of the
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, founded in 1880,
gathered on Phillip Island. A number of excursions
were arranged and FOCIS was approached to provide
a guided tour of Churchill Island. David and Don
hosted 16 on the Saturday.

David commenced with an acknowledgement of
country and an outline of the island’s history. The
group perused the displays in the visitors’ centre and
then proceeded to the Norfolk Island Pine and Amess
House. Don outlined the Amess and house history.

The group then went to the Historic Farm
Machinery shed and also to the Farmers
Union cairn.

David and Don were presented with a cup
each to commemorate the visit. They kindly
made a donation to FOCIS for which we
given thanks.

VISIT BY JAN JONAS

We were pleased to have a visit recently by Jan
Jonas. Jan and lan volunteered for many years
assisting with Churchill Island animals. Jan milked
the cow regularly. Both were made life members
of FOCIS.

After lan passed away, Jan moved interstate. We
were pleased to have her back for a few hours
and she got to know Charlie.

Thanks to Pete Officer for this photo.




MARGARET CAMPBELL AUDIO

FOCIS has produced a monologue by
Margaret Campbell. She tells how she came
to nurse Ted Jenkins and came to spend
much of her life at Churchill Island. The audio
is accompanied by slides of photos taken at
the time. The script was written by David
Maunders taken from accounts of Margaret
Campbell in Churchill Island History and Her
Story. .It was recorded by Cecily and David
Woodberry who have included sound effects.

A sign is being produced with a QR code
which will allow visitors to play the recording.
This has been designed by Andrea and the
Nature Park signage section. If you would like
to preview it, or if you cannot go to Churchill
Island at the moment, you can scan the code
in the adjacent box. The sign will be located
close to the mulberry tree in the arbour.

A number of other audio experiences are
being considered for the Historic Precinct.

Her Story

Scan the QR code to hear about
Churchill Island from the perspective
of Sister Margaret Campbell.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Please remember to renew your membership by 30 June 2024. This can be done online. Go to the

FOCIS website which will give you payment options.
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