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Sketchbook Restoration Complete

We are pleased to report that the restoration of
the Minnie Lawrence sketchbook has been
completed by the Grimwade Centre at the
University of Melbourne through a grant made
to FOCIS by the Copland Foundation. The
book has been returned to the island and the
digital photographs may be viewed on our
website focis.org.au

An exhibition is planned for later this year and
small copies of drawings will be available for
sale.

Here are some of the sketches.
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President’s Report
David Maunders

A lot has been happening since
our last meeting.

1. Grants.

a. With the support of Christine
Grayden (who did most of the
work) we  submitted an
application to the Public Record
Office of Victoria, Local History
Grants fund for $6765 for the
digitising of early FOCIS
newsletters and photographs
from  the Carroll Schulz
collection. Most of the funding will
go to paying someone to upload
the images to a data base. The
outcome will be known in the
middle of this year.

b. The restoration of the Minnie
Lawrence sketchbook has been
completed and the original
returned to the museum together
with digital images. This was
funded by the Copland
Foundation with $5599. It is
proposed to reproduce images
for sale.

2. Bush dance. With dates agreed last
year, we started to put up posters and
advertise. Unfortunately, PINP finance
found a problem with public liability
insurance and we had to take out a
policy. My thanks to Tom for prompt and
skilful response to this problem. At
present, sales are slow. It may be a poor
choice of date but we had little option.

3. The next meeting to be cultural event.
We have been promised a performance
by Kate Cleeland and John Eddie for our
next meeting. Mike Cleeland. retiring
from work and considering offering
poetry readings at Churchill Island on
occasions.

4. Our piano players are having some
issues with seating. We have one seat
purchased for the purpose but that is
insufficient for duets. We are hoping to
purchase suitable seats.

5. Museum. We need to establish our
position about a new museum building
to be included in the Churchill Island
plan being discussed this year.

6. Container deposit scheme. We have
purchased two bins and bottles and
cans taken to the depot, To date,
around $160 has been credited to
FOCIS. Thanks to Don for most of the
work on this.

7. Working bees. | note from the volunteer
newsletter that Nature Park will be
organising working bees on
Wednesdays. FOCIS has been
organising working bees quarterly for
the last 15 years. It is not clear if we
need to continue them,. Don and Chloe
are consulting.
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Treasurer’s — Membership
Secretary’s Report

Tom O’Dea

Tom reported that membership
has fallen by 21 which is very
concerning. The overall numbers at the end of
December were 92 paying members; 89
lapsed and 31 non-paying members.

Total assets fell.
The term deposit gives us significant interest.
We have had only 1 book sale

The container deposit scheme has currently
given us $176.80 and the Tractor/trailer rides
$270
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Farm Report

Chloe Dann

Churchill Island has been very busy over the
summer school holidays, with extra activities
running in the morning as well as our usual
displays in the afternoon. We added a morning
whip cracking and working dog demonstration
which proved popular and will continue to run



on weekends until the end of the Easter school
holidays. Wagon rides proved very popular
with 2041 wagon ride tickets sold over 33 days.
Our Eastern Barred Bandicoots also became
stars, featuring in the Eastern Barred
Bandicoot tours that ran in the evenings on
weekends.

We are excited to announce the arrival of a
new heifer calf in our mob of Highlands, born
on the 28" of January. Both mum and baby are
doing well.

Our new working dlog 'Kuloo amunﬁe"r' ari\/
on the 30" of January. Hammer is a 2 year old
Kelpie who is already trained and will be a

great asset to our team (pictured with Alice).

Sadly, this also means the retirement of our
beloved red kelpie, Rip. Rip has been with the
team for over 10 years now and will be retiring
into pet life with one of our employees.
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Museum Curator

Maxine Holden

Welcoming in the new year,
its looking like a busy 2025
ahead for all things
‘curatorial’ My  wonderful
volunteer team of Marg, Jude and Robyn

have been busy assisting in the review of our
heritage buildings and the archive rooms. Each
room within Amess house and Rogers cottage
have been assessed for their relevance to each
historic period and most rooms updated to
reflect our respect to the collection and its
place within the heritage precinct.

A few more items will be relocated into the
most appropriate rooms and a thorough
cleaning is now underway. Marg, Jude and
Robyn have been briefed and trained in the
proper care and handling of our collection to
museum-standard, as they move through each
room clearing cobwebs, dust and insects. The
place is starting to sparkle! Thanks to those
who helped clean in the past, but we now have
‘official cleaners’ who you may spot behind the
barriers as the weeks go on.

By late February our standards will again be
reviewed when | undertake the Museums Re-
Accreditation Process with staff from AMaGA
Victoria. Such an important process, which |
commenced preparations for from the moment
| began in this role. Such an exciting process
ahead which | trust will result in the
acknowledgement of our heritage precinct is of
a National Standard.

The restoration of our Minnie Lawrence
sketchbook has now been completed and
acquittal of the Copland Grant soon to be
signed off. On behalf of the PINP, | thank
FOCIS for securing that grant on our behalf. |
will now determine how best to display this
important original document — given its delicate
and fragile state, it may be stored securely and
digital images our only method of viewing.



| will soon be setting up the archive room for
further digitisation, with the camera equipment
to be in place along with a full colour scanner
which will allow me to commence the task of
digitising all our collection items and archival
materials. As the year progresses, a selection
of items will be uploaded to Victorian
Collections where visitors and researchers will
be able to explore the heritage objects online
at their leisure. Don’t forget to arrange
collection of a costume, if you choose to wear
one, before the remaining pieces are stored.
The borrowing booklet is next to the remaining
costumes, please complete the entry once you
have selected what you may need. Many
thanks to Robyn for expediting this.
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General Meeting 16 November

Ted Jeftrey

We were very pleased to welcome Ted Jeffrey
to share some of his memories of Churchill
Island. Ted’s father and uncle farmed the
island for Gerald Buckley in the 1930s and he
promised to leave it to them in his will but died
before he could change it.
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Ted Jeffrey with Don Johnstone

Ted had clear memories of working on
Churchill island when it was owned by Harry
Jenkins. Some of our archive photos show him
working on a tractor. He also had clear
memories of the first wooden bridge being built
and the death of the contractor. For many
years he ran his own business but still
remained in touch with our island.

We need to record more of Ted’s memories for
our archive.
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The Cannon

With the cannon restoration nearing its
completion, we have been asked to prepare a
short history to be included in the new sign.
This is as follows:

This cannon has been located on Churchill
Island for around 150 years. It was given to
Samuel Amess after he built the homestead by
John Cleeland (Captain John) of Woolamai
House on Phillip Island. Both claimed that it
had been given by Captain James Waddell of
the Confederate ship Shenandoah when it
docked in Melbourne in 1865 in return for
hospitality. The Amess family perpetuated the
connection with the Shenandoah, and this
continued after the island came into public
ownership in 1977. A brass plate affirming this
story was finally removed in 2021.

The Shenandoah was a sailing steam ship and
was purchased by the Confederate
government in England in 1864 towards the
end of the American Civil War. The aim was to
attack American whaling ships in the Bering
Sea (North Pacific). She was fitted out in
Madeira with armament and arrived in
Melbourne in early 1865 in need of repairs and
coal. Her visit was the event of the year and
widely reported. Hospitality was extended to
the ships’ officers and crew and Cleeland’s
Albion Hotel in Bourke Street was one such
venue.

Owners of the island after the Amess family
continued to fire the cannon on special
occasions and you can view film of this on our
website, focis.org.au

When the island came into public ownership
under the management of the Victorian
Conservation Trust, the cannon was sent to the
Flinders Naval Base for restoration. It was
dropped and broken and after being welded
together, was deemed no longer safe to be
fired. The Shenandoah connection was
challenged by local historians and the VCT
investigated the origins of the cannon. The
markings F RECK, 38, 860 provided no
definitive origin. Correspondence with experts
provided no clear answers other than the
cannon was not British and that there was no
proven link with the Shenandoah. Further



academic research into the well documented
voyages of the Shenandoah in the 21 st
century showed that the ship’s equipment and
captures made did not include the Churchill
Island cannon. The origin remains a mystery.
A likely possibility is that John Cleeland, a
former seafarer, obtained the cannon and
created the Shenandoah story to make its
origins interesting.

The gun carriage and stand were rebuilt by the
Churchill Island restoration volunteers in 2024.

Dancing Downunder

Kate Cleeland

Kate Cleeland is interested to recall the dances
held for the crew of the Shenandoah (from
which our cannon did not come) and her own
later experiences of colonial dancing.

The unannounced arrival, a century and a half
earlier, in January 1865 of the Confederate
ship Shenandoah into Hobson's Bay (current
day Willamstown, near Melbourne) at the end
of the four-year American Civil War sent
Melbourne society into a spin. It also severely
tested the relationship between the Governor
Charles Darling and the Union Consul, while
citizens and press hotly debated the situation.
Were they pirates or heroes? Gunshots were
reported. Further hostilities were averted when
a ball was arranged at Craig's Hotel in
Ballaarat, a gold town some distance from the
capital.

The Melbourne Colonial Dancers were set up
rather more recently, in 1974, to preserve the
rich heritage of bush dancing, as well as
traditional folk dances with influences from

England, Ireland, Scotland, Europe and the
United States. Now led by Coral Eden they
meet weekly, and live music is a monthly event.
| was lucky to be there when the excellent
Melbourne Colonial Dance Band were playing.
The room was full and the dancing vigorous.
Two themed Colonial Balls are held yearly and
| went along to one of them. | was so busy that
| did not keep a record of the dances, which
was a pity, but | recall great enthusiasm,
terrifically lively music, and much swinging of
partners. | seemed to be flying through the air
on several occasions! There were many gaily
clad figures and one gent looked very fine in a
silver suit - not surprisingly he shone on the
floor. It mattered not one whit that | knew hardly
a soul, since | managed almost every dance,
driving home in the balmy night air with burning
feet.

During my visit | was also able to join the
Colonial Dancers who had been invited to
perform at a commemoration of the
aforementioned 1865 Ballaarat Ball and
organised by the Williamstown Maritime
Association together with the Museum of the
Confederacy in the US. Under the blazing sun
we were thankful for our parasols when we
rehearsed for the press in costumed replicas of
clothing. Introducing the show Coral explained
that she drew from dances on the 1865 ball
programme, which included the Lancers
Figures 1, 2 and 5, the Virginia Reel, Arkansas
Traveller and a Circle Waltz.

1880s Melbourne was a fast and reckless
place. Gold had been discovered and in just a
decade the population had doubled. Visitors on
the whole were amazed by the large bustling
city in the southern hemisphere with its lavishly
decorated banks, hotels and coffee palaces.
Melbourne ladies were brash and vulgar. Their
clothes were too bright and their behaviour
questionable. A heady atmosphere of
expansion was to blame and enormous sums
of money poured in. Contemporary accounts
describe an intense enjoyment of dancing
verging on gay abandon, heat proving no
deterrent. Some of the grand coffee palaces,
built to lure the populace from the pubs, had
ballrooms, and one English visitor complained
of having to attend twenty balls in a month.



How did the dances arrive? A journey to
Australia by sea in the 1860s was arduous and
took many months. Did they dance on board to
remind themselves of the latest craze from
London or Paris? Was a piano squeezed into
the Captain's cabin? What elements were
preserved? Upon these questions | pondered.
By all accounts dancing was a favoured activity
on the goldfields, in the outback and in the
mansions of Melbourne, providing a valuable
means whereby loneliness and alienation
might be temporarily banished.

Mansions there were thick on the ground by the
1800s. One eminent historian has identified
some 3000. Though few survive today,
evidence suggests that many of these
extraordinary homes included grand and
ornate ballrooms. | was interested to learn that
quite a few remote sheep stations had
ballrooms as well, wherein the dust was
frequently raised to nigh on abominable levels.
Melbourne's second Government House, built
in the 1860s, had the dubious honour of a
larger ballroom than that of Osbourne House,
Queen Victoria's summer Isle of Wight
residence, upon which the design was based.
She was said to have raised a royal eyebrow.

Meanwhile, back to the present and on the
island where | resided, several of us gathered
to arrange a musical celebration of Australia
Day, January 25th. A tribute to the first people
is customary by way of introduction then it was
on with the show. In feathered and furred
handmade masks of all sizes the company
pranced, capered, hopped and danced across
the stage to the lively strains of the well-known
song The Drover's Dream, a comic tale of
outback mayhem. Instrumentally speaking,
bush gatherings tend towards whatever is at
hand - an accordion or two, tin whistle, banjo or
a bush bass which is made from a tea chest or
oil drum; and for this event we were able to find
a couple of wobble boards. One keen singer
constructed several lagerphones. These are
made from beer bottle tops loosely nailed to a
wooden stick which is then banged on the floor
or scraped with a piece of wood. Piano and
guitars filled any gaps.

Three gallant couples had volunteered to
perform a Galopede and the Heel and Toe
Polka (also known as The Brown Jug Polka).

On the day, hatted and booted and with the
ladies in long skirts, the dancers looked every
bit like early settlers having a jolly good time
out, and their enthusiastic stomping and
swinging brought a well-deserved round of
applause.

A book launch was the next island event, held
in a woolshed, traditionally the place for
dancing in the outback. The Bunny Hop and
the Kangaroo Stomp seemed obvious choices,
with the Turkey Trot to finish. Fancy dress was
invited. On the day there was barely room to
move, let alone dance, and the music could not
be heard at all. One sultry afternoon | revisited
Montsalvat, the artist's colony outside
Melbourne and the place where | first
encountered early dance at a Medieval Festival
in the early 70s. Gracious costumes then
brushed the dusty ground beneath the gum
trees; it was entrancing.

The early settlement of the colony of Port
Phillip was a tale of enterprise and woe in just
about equal measure. From inauspicious
convict beginnings the goldseekers, early
settlers and immigrants made Melbourne by
the 1800s a curious yet exciting place to visit.
Inspired travellers wrote racy stories about the
land and its intoxications and for a few wildly
expansive years the city was the wonder of the
southern hemisphere. Almost any event in the
fledgling colony was an excuse for extravagant
celebrations featuring music and dancing
either in grand public buildings, the open
spaces or in the ballrooms of the large newly
erected mansions. It's a subject that begs
further investigation.

(Adapted and reprinted from the DHDS
Newsletter by courtesy of their Editor)
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Goodbye Bonnie

Unfortunately, our FOCIS secretary, Bonnie Taylor,
has had to resign due to changed family
commitments. We thank her for her work over the
last couple of years which has been appreciated by
us all. A new secretary will be announced soon.



Community and Environment

Advisory Committee

Report 5 February 2025

Robyn Holman
Report from Catherine Basterfield, CEO, PINP:

e Stage 1 of Penguin Parade boardwalk
upgrade has been completed (further
stages to be completed in the future related
to funding and timing.)

e Nobbies buildings currently  being
renovated.

e Current review of Tracks and Trails.

¢ Avian Influenza: plans and preparations are
in place re dealing with Avian Flu but no
trace has been noted in migratory birds
tested locally at this stage.

o Water temps have increased to the point
where penguin adults have been travelling
further to find food. This has impacted the
survival of baby penguins with many of the
first clutch dying of starvation, but the
second clutch has had a better survival rate,
with promising results. This was a similar
result to last year.

Report from Port of Hastings re Vic Renewable
Energy Station, (Westernport)

e Current research is being undertaken re the
development of Renewable energy
Windfarm development, at Port of Hastings,
with the base station located between Blue
Scope Steel and ESSO sites. Significant
research is in progress re environmental
impacts etc. (Including bird flight routes.)

e More information available at;
renewableenergyterminal.com.au or
engage@portofhastings.vic.gov.au

e Following approvals the possible
construction will occur 2027-2028

e Given it is in a Ramsar wetland it requires
assurances the development will not impact
the wetlands significantly.

Fairy Terns

¢ PINP staff member, Brandon, gave a report
on a successful breeding season for Fairy
Terns. (These birds are currently critically
endangered in Victoria)

e He requested that the public notify PINP if
nesting sites for Fairy Terns are discovered.

He also requested that people keep a
distance of 200 mtres from any nesting site,
due to the bird’s sensitivity to disturbance.

Landcare P.I.

e Sue Doyle spoke re the celebration
occurring May 15 re the rewilding of Phillip
Island, to recognise the reintroduction of
species and promoting biodiversity.
Tickets available for this event.
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Bushdance 22 February 2025

In spite of temperatures in the mid thirties, we went
ahead with the Bushdance in the Shearing Shed.
Blackberry Jam were, as always, great entertainers
and led the thirty odd dancers into new and
complicated steps.

Those taking part ranged from young children to
seniors and everyone enjoyed the event. Thanks to
Don for providing iced drinks and to Dan for the fan!
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