
FOCIS 
Tipping Dray Project

This ‘ute’ of yesteryear was primarily used to 
move rocks, soil, hay, manure and other materials. 
It was horse-drawn and has a unique mechanism 

that allows the top to tip backwards, tipping the 
load out of the rear of the dray. 



Our aim:

● To preserve what we can and restore what is irretrievable of 
the Churchill Island Tipping Dray.

● To engage with our community in meaningful ways that 
preserves the Churchill Island historic farm for future 
generations.

● To share the how and why of preserving our physical, cultural 
heritage.



On 
arrival 
circa 

1980s.

The Churchill Island  tipping dray when it first arrived at CI in about 1980s. 
Artie Murdoch whose father used one – possibly even this one – in his job of 
maintaining Phillip Island’s roads before WW2. 
Artie told me that his grandfather had a jinker step up onto the dray as he was 
a big hefty bloke.



2018: 
removed 

from 
display 

for 
safety.



Now...

Retrieved from the back blocks of the working area after excavation from pine 
needles.
The wheel set looks in better nick but we have to decide whether to leave 
them as found or restore them, possibly a more difficult project than the dray 
itself. The tyres would likely come off and would have to be replaced if the 
wheels as is are rolled under a load.



Dray 
sides: 

Preserve or 
restore?

These are the only salvageable wooden parts. Some stabilisation will be 
needed before these parts are used again.



Left: The metal buffer on the tipping 
part of the dray.

Below: Its other end with tip tray 
return lever. 

Certainly new bolts are needed.



Shaft: 
This is what 
the tipping 

part revolves 
on. 

The bracket is rusted solid. If I can’t free it, the Churchill Island 
blacksmith will work on this part.



Another 
tipping dray 

example

Note the tray buffer stop, and the shaft fittings, another job for the 
blacksmith.



Community 
Partnership:

● Cleared out the Amess Barn for our work 
and display space.

● Upgraded power and lighting.
● Fitted a temporary floor to protect the 

heritage floor.
● Blacksmithing services

Nature Parks



Community 
Partnership:

● Contact has been made with a local Men’s 
Shed to assist with producing timber 
pieces from our templates.

● Our local supplier is assisting with 
imperial measurement timber supplies 
and...

Nature Parks
Men’s Shed

Timber Supplier (Name)



Community 
Partnership:
Nature Parks
Men’s Shed
Timber Supplier (Name)
Members and Friends

● Hands on help
● Funding 

Most Fridays Jeff/I’ll be there working on the project and any simple tasks that 
members and friends can do will be gratefully shared. A white board will display the 
upcoming job components for experienced team members.
FOCIS has funds earmarked for this project but an idea has surfaced that we make 
an itemized price list and offer opportunities to pay for specific items. A bit like a gift 
registry.



We hope this 
working display 

draws our 
community together 

to promote and 
preserve  this 

beautiful island and 
her history.

Does anyone have any questions?


