F O newsletter
CIS
WINTER 2009

Friends of Churchill Island Society Inc.
PRESIDENTS POINT OF VIEW

Member concerns

Dear Friends,

It should not be necessary for FOCIS Members to
involve or communicate personal concerns to others
about FOCIS, Churchill Island or PINP Management.

Thank you
As my term as President draws to a close I wish to
thank FOCIS Members and the Executive Committee
for their support during the past three years.
Thank you to Members who have contributed items
and to Ann and Peter Jelly for producing an
informative and interesting FOCIS Newsletter.
Thank you to Members who have attended FOCIS
General Meetings.

The primary responsibilities of Membership to any
structured organization, includes the responsibility
for bringing matters of concern to the attention of
the elected Executive Committee.
Members of FOCIS are encouraged to raise matters
at General Meetings, and at other times directly with
the FOCIS Secretary, who will refer matters to the
FOCIS Executive Committee.

Thank you to PINP Management and staff, Ben,
Gordon, Fiona, Pat and Jason for their personal
commitments and efforts to maintain and present
Churchill Island as an important Australian tourist
destination and visitor experience.

All proposed policy changes are communicated to
members in writing at General Meetings and in FOCIS
Newsletters.

Thank you to Mark Manteit PINP CEO, for his
willingness to listen and for his positive support and
encouragement of FOCIS.

There are no surprises. Motions must be seconded
and there is ample time given to debating issues,
which are then decided by majority vote.

Work in progress

Let's not forget

It is not my place, nor is it my intention to draw
attention to any achievements during from my terms
as President of FOCIS. What has been attempted
remains “work in progress”.

We are after all is said and done a Friends Group with
a common interest in preserving that, which is
“Precious”.

My personal satisfaction is derived from the
increasing numbers of local and overseas visitors who
visit Churchill Island and leave with visual images of
our unique Churchill Island and the real experience of
“peace and tranquillity”.

My best wishes to incoming 2009 Executive
Committee.

Communications

My best wishes

Fred Allen

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Wallabies on Churchill Island
It is with profound disappointment that my term as
President is ending on a sad note. The issue of
Wallabies resident on Churchill Island was addressed
at the FOCIS General Meeting held in March.
Subsequently, It became known that Bass Shire
Council had received complaints allegedly from nine
Members of the Conservation Society, Friends of the
Koalas and FOCIS.
The Bass Shire Council wrote to the RSPCA, which
included naming the FOCIS Secretary Jill Allen and
telephone number. For those wishing to learn more,
all correspondence passing between FOCIS and other
parties will be tabled at the July AGM.
ABN 78 667 051 020

AGM:
Date: July 25th
Time: 1.30pm
At the Visitors Centre.

BI-MONTHLY MEETINGS 2009/10
September, November, January, March, May & July

PLANTING DAY ON C.I:
Date: Saturday 18th July Time: 10am - 12 noon
Come suitably dressed.
Queries: Mark Merryfull
mmerryfull@penguins.org.au
or 0409 852 481

Inc. No. A 00219007W

P.O. BOX 852, COWES 3922

b. Australian Fauna on C.I. Following a very vigorous
discussion it was moved that a letter be sent to the
PINP Board of Management expressing concern that
the “wallaby enclosure” is not within the terms of the
current Management Plan.

EXTRACTS MINUTES OF GENERAL
MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY
28TH MARCH 2009 AT 1.00 P.M.
Present: 26 Members present. Fred Allen (Chairman).
Apologies: 8

c. Meeting Dates & Times: It was agreed that we
should continue to hold bi-monthly meetings in
2009/10 (Sept, Nov, Jan, Mar, May & July AGM) but
change the meeting time to 1.30 p.m. The Newsletter
to remain seasonal.

1. Minutes from Previous General Meeting held 17th
January 2009.
Moved: Roger Hollingworth Seconded: Marje Brophy
Carried.
a. Taylor Memorial Seat - Ongoing.

d. Memorandum of Understanding: The MOU as was
printed in full in the Autumn Newsletter was accepted
by the meeting.

b. PINP Policy re Donations – Ongoing.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 3.30 P.M.

2. Business Arising from previous General Meeting:

c. WEB SITE – Ongoing.
3. Matters Arising from Correspondence – NIL.

REPORTS:

GENERAL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY
23RD MAY 2009 AT 1.00 P.M.

Presidents Report: See President's Corner.

Present: 21 Members present. Fred Allen (Chairman)

1. Treasurer: Roger said that a pleasing number of
donations were coming in. Cash at Bank as at 13 March
2009 amounted to $43,527.15.

Apologies: 11.
1. Minutes of Previous General Meeting held 28th
March 2009.

Moved: Roger Hollingworth.

Moved: Tonia Luther.

Seconded: Ann Jelly.

Seconded: Mary Mitchell.

Carried.

Carried.

2. Secretary: Jill said that there was very little to
report as there had not been a WH Festival, usually an
extremely busy time.

2. Business Arising from Previous General Meeting:

Moved: Jill Allen

b. Friends Network Visit – Ongoing.

Seconded: Tonia Luther.

a. Donated Memorial Seat – Ongoing.
3. Matters arising from correspondence:

Carried.

a. Planting Day Sat. 18th July 2009 to be
advertised in Winter Newsletter.

3. Membership Secretary: Marje reported that
numbers were down on last year but donations were
up!
Feedback suggested that the loss of the
“freebies” was having an effect on memberships.

REPORTS:
Presidents Report: See President's Corner.

Moved: Marje Brophy
Seconded: Bruce Chambers.

1. Treasurer: Roger said that there had been little
financial activity in the last 2 months. Cash at Bank
stood at $43,012.50.

Carried.

4. Newsletter Editor: Ann apologized for the late
printing and posting of the last Newsletter but she
and Peter were both sick at the time. Minutes and
meeting dates would now be a feature in future
Newsletters.

Moved: Roger Hollingworth.
Seconded: Maureen Barden.

2. Secretary: Jill said that there was little to report
as times had been very quiet. She urged those
present to give serious thought to nominating for
positions at the AGM in July.

Moved: Ann Jelly.
Seconded: Sue Chambers.

Carried.

5. Museum Sub-Committee: Christine said that
report was completed and would be forwarded on to
PINP conditional that the Meeting accepted the
Report. (The Report was accepted.)

Moved: Jill Allen.
Seconded: Pat Baird.

Carried.

3. Membership Secretary: Marje said that she had
ordered cards for 2009/10 as the school holidays
start at the end of June/early July and she expects
the usual rush as parents realise that they are not
financial.

Moved: Christine Grayden .
Seconded: Gaye Cleeland.

Carried.

Carried.

4. General Business:

Moved: Marje Brophy.

a. Horse Watering Troughs for C.I.: The Meeting
approved the purchase of 2 Horse Watering Troughs.

Seconded: Harold Glassmann.
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Carried.

4. Newsletter Editor:
Ann asked that any
contributions be e-mailed to her by second week in
June.
Nominations Forms will be sent out in
Newsletter but Membership Application Forms would
be posted out to all financial members.

activities and
services?

for

these

essential

7) Who operates successfully in a very competitive
local and overseas tourist market and is highly
regarded and awarded for services to tourism?

Carried.

5. Museum Sub-Committee: 3 Members will be
attending a seminar “Current Trends in Exhibition
Design” given by Museums Australia on June 30th
2009.

Answer to questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 : Phillip Island
Nature Park. Question 5 : Revenue derived from local
and overseas visitors and tourists.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 2.20 P.M.

&

pays

6) Who must continually seek and develop ways and
means of enhancing and developing new and
interesting tourist attractions?

Moved: Ann Jelly.
Seconded: Sue Hollingworth.

who

A FOCIS member's reflections.

QUIZZ

An enthusiastic family of adults came to visit
Churchill Island this month, resulting in a spirited
conversation about our recent history. While
discussing Mr. Classou's plan in 1973 to build a casino
and a marina, one gentleman suddenly realized that he
knew of the family who was the losing bidder at the
auction. They already had several properties in
Victoria and wanted to buy Churchill Island to further
those pursuits and no doubt to keep the island in
private hands for many years.

1) Who seeks community feedback on issues
relating to?
- Education and Schools programs.
- Eco Tourism.
- Sustainability.
- Feral cats.
- Rabbit control.

But fate decreed otherwise, Mr Classou was unable to
get a permit for his heart's desire, and so when he resold in 1976, (for another 100,000 dollars) the
Victorian Government came up with the money, and it
belongs to us all.

- Fox eradication.
- Dog control.
- Animal hospital.
- Hooded Plover protection.
-.Shearwater protection and rescue.

We must honour Premier Hamer's vision of keeping
Churchill Island as a living piece of history from our
earlier days, and a valuable learning experience for
the children and other people who come to visit.

- Koalas - including a new Visitor Facility.
- Penguins & habitats.
- Land care grant.

Such tranquillity, beauty and country experience to
share!

- Beach erosion.
- Maintains beach access.

You are fortunate to be a FOCIS member, and
therefore able to be involved in “preserving that
which is precious”.

- New toilets for conservation Hill
and Kitty Miller Bay.
- Revegetation – 10,000 trees planted on the Rhyll Tip

Just consider the loss if things were different…….

with 25,000 more trees planned.

No Carroll and Amy Shultz.

- Destruction of pest plants.

No jobs for enthusiastic rangers.

2) Who is Phillip Islands largest local employer?

No sharing with overseas visitors.

3) Who will manage and control the redevelopment
of the Summerlands Peninsula as a natural coastal
parkland amenity?

No Phd. for Rebecca to work on.
No Highland Cattle or Clydesdale Horses.

4) Who operates and manages major tourist
attractions on Phillip Island and Churchill Island
within the scope of approved planning ?

No enthusiastic FOCIS meetings!

5) Who generates the money to fund all these

So please step this way to keep our Island true to its
past and be prepared to put in time and skills so our

What a dreadful gap in our lives!
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team of volunteers are busy building shelters.

museum will glow like the little island, while FOCIS can
swell with pride as we continue into the future.

We have a new black highland bull to build the herd of
highland cattle which are so much part of the island.
His name is Crash Daniel but we are assured that he is
very placid and well behaved. There are 9 wallabies
safely enclosed, 6 females and 3 males all desexed
and well cared for, people are not allowed to touch
them or go into the enclosure.

(This is an article written by one of our long time
guides Mary Mitchell, as you can see, Mary is
devoted to Churchill Island and we thank her for
her contribution. Ed)

Update on Farm Management

The paddocks are all under cultivation with crops that
will be used to feed the animals, so we will not have to
buy in feed from outside. All in all things are going
along very well and we are lucky to have such
dedicated staff and volunteers.

At our last meeting we had Jason Peters and
his very able assistant Trevor Heywood come to give
us an update on how things are progressing on
Churchill Island.
There are coaches daily, one from Gray Line and
another from Bunyip Tours who are mainly
backpackers.

AWARD WINNER
We congratulate Christine Grayden on
winning the Victorian Community History Award for
the book she has written, An Island Worth
Preserving, a history of Phillip Island Conservation
Society.

The people who come on these tours are very
impressed with all that they see and the backpackers
interact with Jason and Trevor in a very positive way.
The programme which is ongoing for all visitors
includes sheep shearing, blacksmithing, milking and of
course the ever popular working dogs.

Christine was the winner in
Collaborative/Community Work Category.

The restoration of heritage machinery is continuing
and can now be stored undercover as Jason and his

Christine is a long time member of FOCIS and works
very hard for Churchill Island as well as Phillip Island.

All aboard at the Easter Festival!
One of the Island’s Clydesdales about to set off on the always popular Carriage Rides
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the

Fun Festival
essence

captures

woodcraft activities, a clown, a stilt walker, petting
baby animals in the farm nursery and Easter egg
hunts,” she said.

Easter's

Phillip Island Nature Parks' Easter Fun Festival on
historic Churchill Island captured the family
orientated essence of Easter, according to PINP
sales and marketing manager, Nicoleta Giurgiu.

“People participating in the two-day festival were also
transported back in time with horse-drawn rides and
traditional demonstrations that showcased
blacksmithing, sheep shearing and lavender
threshing, along with performances by working dogs
and horses.

“The new family-focused concept of the festival
attracted an unprecedented number of people this
year, with about 6000 visitors on Churchill Island for
the Easter weekend,” Mrs Giurgiu said.

“With fine weather complementing the festival's
family atmosphere, more mature participants made
the most of the sensational island scenery, fine food
and wine, and live music in the Churchill Island Café,”
she said.

“Children attending the festival were entertained by
a wide range of attractions, including Punch and Judy
puppets shows, old time games, face painting,

Photos supplied
by PINP

LEFT:
3 young ladies
getting a good view
of the calf and foal

RIGHT:
Clown and Balloons Good fun for the
kiddies - old time
entertainment
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LEFT:
Entertainment from yesteryear.
Punch & Judy.
No electronics completely wireless

RIGHT:
Children always love the
face painting lady - Ally DeLarosa

The following are a selection of essays
by Year 8 students from Korumburra
Secondary College after a visit to Churchill
Island... (As written by the students. Ed)

went to the blacksmiths and saw how they made
things out of metal.
We got to pat some of the animals like the cow that
tried to lick everyone, the Clydesdale, the sheep and
Beth and Katrina tried to pat the peacock.

Churchill Island

We got to see inside some of the poorer houses and
then we went to the rich house and there was a big
difference.

In the last week of term one the year eights went to
Churchill Island to discover the secrets hidden
there.8A and 8B were on the same bus and 8C and 8D
were.

It was interesting to see how people lived before
technology became a big part of our lives.
We got to eat some berries but they didn't taste nice
at all. The lady that was talking to us put some rock
with water on our faces and it went the color of ocher.

Most of my friends are in 8D and we had so much fun.
On the bus my friends and I were annoying the people
on the bus with our singing, or yelling some people
would call it.

I learnt that there are many things that we don't
know about the world until we experience it.

It was funny to see the people telling us to shut up and
stop singing.

It was a fun day, and it got us out of school.

We got to do lots of activities like free games. We

By Rachel Harper 8C
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CHURCHILL ISLAND

old houses. We got to see what the wealthy and the
poor lived like there was a very big difference it was
interesting to see how they lived back then without
technology and how we have a advanced to today.. The
next rotation we saw lots of animals such as, peacock
and I tried to catch it there was a crazy cow who
would suck your off and then head butt you, an
overweight duck, shorn sheep, and a goat and very big
horse. On this rotation we also saw the black smith
who showed us some techniques and metal objects he
had made.

Through term 1 students of year 8 were studying the
history of South Gippsland, learning about how
everything was done in the olden days and what places
were discovered. As a result of this in the last week
of term one the year 8 students went on an excursion
to Cows and Churchill Island.
In cows, we were split up into 4 groups and went to the
Historical Museum to do a rotation of activities. First
off 2 groups went and watched a movie while the
other 2 did questions on a set up of all different
things. After each group had done these we then got
back on the bus and went to Churchill Island.

The next rotation was free games were we were
shown some of the games the kids played back when
the settlers had first arrived. Some of the activities
that were involved were: the egg and spoon racewhich my team won! Hehe!, the sack race and ten pin
bowling were there was one big ball and you would line
the pins up on the ground and take turns in rolling it, it
was pretty funny watching the boys "trying" to knock
them down!

At Churchill Island we were then split up into groups
again and did another rotation of activities. The
activities were, free games, learning how the
blacksmith worked, looking and feeding the animals,
going inside olden day houses and a walk around
Churchill Island where we got to taste berries and
draw on our faces with a rock that was a type of paint.

The last rotation we got to try some berries that the
aborigines that lived in these parts would eat. They
tasted good while you had them in your mouth but as
soon as you spat them out you would be overwhelmed
with this powerful discussing taste! It was so funny
watching some of the boys almost choke!

It was very interesting seeing how other people lived
before technology come into our lives and how the
wealthy and poor lived. The people at Churchill Island
were very helpful and knew a lot about the first
settlement in South Gippsland.
It was a good day and we learnt a lot

Overall this day was lots of fun and I enjoyed learning
about the place we live in. I never new how far our
history goes back and I will take every thing I have
leant here with me.

By Erin Hopkins 8C
Churchill island
On the 22nd of February (Last week of term one)year
eights went on an excursion to Churchill island. There
we were to learn about the history of South
Gippsland.

It was a wonderful experience that I am glad to have
been a part of!

By Elisabeth O'Brien.

On the way there all our friends were up the back of
the bus and we were singing very loudly it was
hilarious!

Churchill Island
In humanities we were studying a topic on Strzelecki
Rangers. To get a better understanding, Mr. Shone
invited us to go to Churchill Island and Phillip Island
Information Centre for the day.

On the way there I realized just how beautiful south
gippsland was, the endless rolling green hills, the
ocean stretching as far as the eye could see, it was all
so overwhelming and beautiful.

It was great fun going to Churchill Island on the buses
because we were all singing. We got to Phillip Island
information Center and watched a short documentary
on the history of the island. We learnt about the
wildlife that the aboriginals caught and what they ate.
After twenty minutes of watching two documentaries
about the history of Churchill Island (8C and 8D) we
moved out to the museum and the other two forms
took their turn (8A and 8B).We were handed a work
sheet to answer some questions that were in the
information in the museum. We needed to read
through lots of information to get our answers.

The first place we went to was the Philip island
information center were we watched a movie about
the wildlife and the history of south Gippsland.
After the movie we did an activity were we had a
sheet and we had to look around the information
center for4 the answers, overall the time we spent
there I leant a great deal about the life of the
settlers.
By the time it was all over it was lunch time so we
arrived at a restaurant cafe thing were we brought
lunch and milkshakes!!

We then traveled along the highway to Churchill
Island near the Chocolate Factory. We traveled down
a dirt road and then over a bridge. We reached the
Island Cafe and got off the bus and had recess on the

The next stop was Churchill island were we broke up
into groups and did a rotation of activities. The first
activity we did was we were taken on a tour of all the
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grass under the shade of the tree or in the sun. Some
of us ordered $5 milkshakes. They looked delicious.
We then were introduced to four tour guides and we
were split into our forms.

be together. After she told us the story she handed
out some native berries for us to try but we weren't
game enough to try them but others said that were
really gross and bitter. After most people had tried
the berries she grounded some clay rock and put
water on it and it went pasty. When she had finished
she let us put it on our faces, it was like tribal paint,
and people said afterwards it went all hard on your
face and felt weird.

Our first rotation was at the homesteads and we
looked at the different house, the rich and the poor
houses. They were very different from one another.
Our second rotation was to the Black Smith and he
had an accent. He was making hooks for a sign for the
"Black Smith Shed". We then waited for our next tour
guide and we saw a clydesdale, cow, an overweight
duck and baby animals. We moved through the orchid
and then onto the old time games. Our last rotation
was cut short because we here waiting, once again on
the other tour guide. This rotation was on the Moon
Tree and what the aboriginals ate and what they wore
on their faces. She told us the story of the loves and
how they got separated. We then ate berries and
they were GROSS! Then she grinded up some rocks
and then added water and put it on our faces.

After our last rotation we had to get on the bus to
leave and go back to school. Overall we had a great day
and learnt a lot more about South Gippsland than what
we already knew.

Taneisha Knox & Tara Dixon
Island Walks
On a recent visit to Churchill Island, with the
absence of the sometimes biting wind, and the fact
that it was a low tide, the writer took a walk around
the island which was a most pleasant thing to do.

That was the end of the excursion and it was great
experience learning about something different.

The information boards which were placed in
strategic spots, provide walkers with relevant facts
regarding the island's history and inhabitants before
the arrival of surgeon George Bass and the
subsequent visit of Lieutenant Grant.

By Holly HURST 8C
Our Day at Churchill Island
On the last week of term one, all the year eights
travelled to Churchill Island for an excursion to learn
more about the history of South Gippsland.

It is not proposed to make this a history lesson, as
more facts can be obtained at the visitor centre and
in numerous books, however one of the information
boards just along from Grants Monument looking
towards Ryhll has a pointer mentioning the wreck of a
vessel, the steam tug SS Minah.

Our first stop was at Cowes to go to the information
centre. When we got there 8c and 8d went to watch a
movie about the Wildlife and history of Churchill
Island. When the movie had finished 8a and 8b took
there turn to watch the movie, whilst we got work
sheets and had to fill in the sheet with information
about Churchill Island.

I, and probably many others looking out over Western
Port from land or whilst boating would have noticed
this wreck at low tide and perhaps don't know the
circumstances of this ship's unfortunate fate.

Once we got to Churchill island, we got put into our
home room groups with a teacher and ours was Mr.
Hobson. First we went on a tour of all the old houses,
we got to see what the wealthy and the poor lived like
and the differences were very interesting.

That wonderful resource the Internet revealed that
this vessel was built at Cowes, Isle of White UK in
1924. (What a coincidence that it is now near Cowes,
Phillip Island!)
It was a twin screw steel vessel 90 ft in length (42.4
meters for you younger folk) owned by the Geelong
Steam Tug Company.

The next rotation was the farming animals. We learnt
about what they used the animals for and how they
helped them through everyday life. A woman showed
us how they shorn the sheep and what they did with
the wool. After that she took us to the Black Smith
shed where he taught us how they made horse shoes
and other equipment.

During a gale in 1950 whilst in Western Port, it broke
adrift and became a total loss, stranded on the mud
where it is today.
Take along binoculars and look beyond Rhyll towards
the Mornington Peninsula past Tortoise Head, it is a
pleasant panorama.

Our next rotation was to play games; we go to play
sack races, egg spoon races, ring throwing and other
equipment that you could play games with.

Further around the track are great views of the Bass
Hills, San Remo and of course the shores of our
wonderful Churchill Island. (Great bird watching too)

Our next rotation was cut short because there wasn't
enough time left. We were meant to go on a walk but
we couldn't as it was too long and there wasn't enough
time.

(Information obtained from Heritage Victoria
shipwrecks Website. Several photos of the wreck
are to be seen here too. Google Steam Tug Minah
1950. Ed)

Our last rotation was a talk with a lady who told us a
legend about two people who fell in love but couldn't
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LEFT:
Map of the walks
around the Island

BELOW: Information board showing points of interest
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ABOVE: Panorama of Rhyll, Tortoise Head and Mornington Peninsula

ABOVE: Wreck of the Steam Tug SS Minah
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ABOVE: Shoreline of Churchill Island and San Remo Beyond

ABOVE: Lookout and informaion board of the Bass Hills and French Island
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AGM:
Date: July 25th
Time: 1.30pm
At the Visitors Centre.

BI-MONTHLY MEETINGS 2009/10
September, November, January, March, May & July

PLANTING DAY ON C.I:
Date: Saturday 18th July Time: 10am - 12 noon
Come suitably dressed.
Queries: Mark Merryfull
mmerryfull@penguins.org.au or 0409 852 481
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