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Friends of Churchill Island Society Inc.
A N N U A L G EN ER AL M EET I N G
2008/2009 HELD ON
CHURCHILL
ISLAND AT 1.30. P.M. 25th. JULY, 2009
1. Welcome.
The President welcomed all those
present and said that it was good to see so many new
faces. He invited everyone in turn to stand and give
their name and their interest in FOCIS.
2. Present: Fred Allen, Jill Allen, Marje Brophy,
Roger Hollingworth, Ann Jelly, Peter Jelly, Gaye
Cleeland, Judy Brewer, Pamela Nicka, Hildegard Ford,
Sue Chambers, Pat Baird, Bruce Chambers, Jan
Fleming, Irene Meason, Robyn Boldiston, Jocelyn
Bradley, Julia Nelson, Maria Weight, Michael Barden,
Maureen Barden, Barbara Stephens, Mary Mitchell,
Irene McKell, Edie Johnson, John Boldiston, Harald
Gassman, Lee Tierney, Ann Penaluna, Rebecca
Sanders, Jason Peters & Trevor Heywood Phillip
Island Nature Park.
3. Apologies: Christine Grayden, Anne Davie, David
Bradley, Tonia Luther, Margaret & Hagen Geppert,
Doreen Johnson, Sue Hollingworth, Pam Copeland &
Peter Paul.
4. Jason Peters, Farm Manager spoke very briefly
(he and Trevor had a tour group waiting for them)
about the new wallaby enclosure and said that the
animals had settled in well and were proving to be a
great attraction for overseas visitors. He invited all
present to come and view the enclosure.
5. The Chairman then invited Mark Manteit CEO
PINP to give a report on the activities and
expectations for the coming year.
Mark thanked Fred for the opportunity to bring
FOCIS Members up to date.
He said that the recession had certainly hit the
tourist business, International visitors were 16,000
down. But in spite of this, and the swine flu scare,
domestic figures were good, and numbers both at
Churchill Island (16,000) and Koalas (8,000) were up
on the previous year. There had been no job losses
and staff numbers were being maintained. Lots of
activities were taking place on Churchill Island, and he
congratulated both Jason Peters & Trevor Heywood
on the terrific job they were doing. The wallabies
were proving to be a very popular and over 2,000 tour
people had been attracted by them.
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The removal of foxes and feral cats on Phillip Island
was having good results with 35 foxes and 140 cats
destroyed so far this year.
The new Koala Centre has been started and it was
hoped that it would be completed by November. He
added that PINP had an excellent design team and a
very talented and competent building team, so most of
the work will be done “in house”.
Plans for next year include a New Wildlife Hospital
and work on the Penguin Parade Building.
The
Summerland buyback is to be completed by June 2010
and then PINP will start work on restoring the area.
Another exciting project is a museum for Churchill
Island and he looked forward to working with FOCIS
on this. He had recently looked at museums overseas
and would be happy to pass on his thoughts to the SubCommittee.
He concluded by thanking all the Volunteers who gave
their time to Churchill Island.
The President thanked Mark for bringing us all up to
date.
6. Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting.
Moved: Chesterman Chalmers.
Seconded: Mick Barden.

Carried.

7. Business Arising from Minutes of Previous
Annual General Meeting – NIL.
8. Minutes of 2008/2009 General Meetings.
Moved: Pat Baird.
Seconded: Maureen Barden.

Carried.

9. Membership Secretary's Report. Marje said
that although memberships were down, donations
were up. She felt that many Members who could not
give their time gave a donation instead. 90 Members
were still to renew this year even though
subscriptions were returned faster this year,
probably due to the reminder mailout. A further
reminder should be put in Spring Newsletter.
Moved: Marje Brophy.
Seconded: Bruce Chambers.

Carried.

10. General Secretary's Report. Jill mentioned the
highs and lows of the past year. The high being the
Museum Accreditation, the low being the loss of the
Working Horse Festival. She thanked the Committee
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Members both past and present for their support
over the last 7 years, the Members who volunteered
when she needed them and Mark Manteit and PINP
Staff with whom she had worked. (Report attached).

14. Guest Speaker:
Disappearing Island”

Carried.

New Committee meets following afternoon tea.

11. Treasurer's Report: Roger reported another
financially successful year for FOCIS with a surplus
of receipts over payments of $7,230.00. CBA Cash
Management A/c Closing Bank Balance 30/06/09
$45,134.00.

PRESIDENTS POINT OF VIEW
23rd August, 2009.
As one of my first actions as President I would like to
express my own appreciation and that of the Friends
of Churchill Island Society to all those who work so
hard to maintain and preserve our lovely island in its
best possible condition.

He thanked Jill & Fred Allen for the work they had
done over a number of years, and Marje Brophy, Ann &
Peter Jelly for their contribution. He also wished the
incoming Executive & Committee another successful
year ahead. (Report attached)

I extend this appreciation to both staff and
volunteers whose contributions are invaluable. As you
all know, the tradition of volunteering on Churchill
Island has been part of its fabric for many decades.
With your consent we will be making a more tangible
expression of this appreciation later in the year with
a gathering of all volunteers.

Moved: Roger Hollingworth.
Seconded: Ann Jelly.

Carried.

12. President's Report: President Fred spoke of a
number of events which took place over the last year
and used the 4 Newsletters (and here he gave credit
to Ann & Peter Jelly for the very high standard of
those publications) which featured them. These
events were:
i.

Further I wish to acknowledge the past Executive
Committee for their great contribution to Focis
On Saturday, 22nd August, '09 our executive had its
first meeting to present to you for discussion our
possible future directions.

The untimely death of Keith Hocking.

ii. The Museum Accreditation.
iii. Introduction of new Farm Manager, Jason Peters.

We began by reviewing what had been achieved over
the past few years, acknowledging our successes and
considering opportunities to strengthen Focis and
build on its membership. We also considered the need
to increase awareness of the historic background of
Churchill Island, particularly with staff and those
who have the greatest contact with the public.

iv. Successful Garden Festival in November 2008.
v. Introduction of wallabies to Churchill Island
vi. Memorandum of Understanding with PINP.
vii. Proposed Museum on Churchill Island.
He closed by extending his best wishes to the
incoming Executive Committee Members. (Report
attached).

Pat Baird our Vice President will be giving a series of
talks to staff to give them a greater understanding of
the historic significance of the island.

Moved: Fred Allen
Seconded: Ann Penaluna.

The document – “Positioning Focis for the Future” as
set by you three years ago, will be used as the basis
for our future progress. It has been reviewed and our
achievements recorded. Our future challenges,
particularly the establishment of a museum on
Churchill Island, will be our exciting project for the
future and will be reported on at the next meeting, on
Saturday September 12th, 2009 at 1.30 pm in the
meeting room of the Visitor Centre.

Carried.

13. Election of Office Bearers and Committee
Members:
a. President:

Stella Axarlis

b. Vice-President:

Pat Baird

c. Treasurer:

Roger Hollingworth

d. General Secretary:

Julia Nelson

e. Membership Secretary:

Marje Brophy

f. Newsletter Editors:

Ann & Peter Jelly

“The

Rebecca gave an interesting and entertaining talk on
how Churchill Island appears, disappears and
reappears on the maps in the early to middle 1800's.

Moved: Jill Allen.
Seconded: Sue Chambers.

Rebecca Sanders

On that day we will also host as our guests a group
from the Victorian Environment Friends Network
Conference, at 2.45 for afternoon tea. We look
forward to seeing you then.

g. Committee Members ;
Jill Allen, Bruce Chambers, Gaye Cleeland – Phillip
Island & District Historical Society, Christine
Grayden – Phillip Island Conservation Society, Irene
McKell – Friends of Koalas.

My thanks to the Executive Committee for their
commitment,
Stella Axarlis.
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Suggest members be encouraged to donate.
Donations to be acknowledged.
Explanation in newsletter is to be given as to how
funds have been accumulated and for what purpose
they will be used in the future.

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
HELD JULY 25TH, IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING THE A.G.M.
Present: Stella Axarlis, Pat Baird, Julia Nelson,
Roger Hollingworth, Marje Brophy, Ann Penaluna,
Fred & Jill Allen, Michael Barden, Maureen Barden,
Mary Mitchell, Yvonne Robson, Irene McKell, Gaye
Cleeland, Ann & Peter Jelly, Sue & Bruce Chambers,
Pamela Nicka, Robyn Boldiston, Chesterman Chalmers,
Maria Weight, Bec Sanders.

Museum – has been acknowledged as “Public Living
Museum by ATO.
Membership increase – it was acknowledged that we
need to attract the next generation for FOCIS.
Approaches could be made to Universities to
encourage students to be part of the project– Monash
– Public History; Melbourne University – Curatorial
Studies.

Apologies: Christine Grayden, Anne Davie, David
Bradley, Tonia Luther, Margaret & Hagen Geppert,
Doreen Johnson, Sue Hollingworth, Pam Copeland,
Peter Paul.

Museum Australia Workshop – there were speakers
from several Victorian Museums and useful contacts
have been made.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
(M Mitchell/C Chalmers)
The President, Stella Axarlis, acknowledged the past
executive and Committee and in particular the
contribution of Jill & Fred Allen.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS,
THE MEETING WAS DECLARED CLOSED
AT 4.30 PM.

Meeting Dates:

NEXT MEETING: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER
12TH, 2009 AT 1.30 PM.

PINP staff had requested that meetings not be held
on same day as the market. It was agreed that
future meetings would be held at 1.30 pm on 2nd
Saturday on month. New dates are:
September 12th,, 2009;
November 14th, 2009;
January 9th, 2010
March 13th, 2010 (This might be Labour Day Weekend)
May 8th, 2010
July 10th, 2010 (AGM)

$

A WORD FROM YOUR TREASURER

At the Annual General Meeting in July, the question
was asked as to how we intend spending some of the
significant funds currently held in the FOCIS Cash
Management Account ($45,134 at year end).
The question prompted me to check the past records
as to how FOCIS funds have been used for the
betterment of the visitor experience at Churchill
Island since 1996, when the State Government
created the Phillip Island Nature Park which included
taking over the management and responsibility for
Churchill Island.

Business Arising:
Taylor Memorial Seat-ongoing.
It was suggested that FOCIS identify a number of
places where memorial seats can be placed. People
can choose the site but specific wording must be used.
A record is to be kept of who has memorial seats.

Prior to that time members of FOCIS in co-operation
with the Victorian Conservation Trust Manager and
DRNE Ranger Carroll Schulz, ran the operations of
Churchill Island through shop sales and other money
raising events.

Friends Network Visit – group (15-20) to visit
Churchill Island – require guides & afternoon tea.

Correspondence:
Invitations to various events.

Currently all monies from Churchill Island entry fees,
operations and events held at Churchill Island are
used by the Phillip Island Nature Parks to maintain
the Island and improve the visitor experience. Until
very recently Churchill Island ran at a significant loss
(being subsidised by the Penguin Parade revenue).
Happily, we are advised that currently Churchill
Island is virtually self funding as a consequence of
increased visitor numbers to the Island.

Matters arising from correspondence:
Bass Valley Historical Society – September 4th – Pat
Baird to speak

General Business:
Newsletter – Articles required by end of 3rd week of
August.
Membership Fee – moved (R Hollingworth / M Brophy)
that membership fee for 2010-2011 remain the same.
It was suggested that the interest received on the
Cash management account not be used for the day-today running of FOCIS. Several members have made
donations as they are unable to assist in other ways.

In 1996 the FOCIS bank balance stood at $16,299,
however as a result of winding up the shop and sale of
stock which raised some $29,000, the balance was
boosted in 1997 to $46,249.
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Our current source of income is from members
subscriptions and donations together with bank
interest.

for engaging with our visitors so that they tell of
their memories.
An early visitor to the homestead, aged about 7, saw
the guide in 1870's attire, sitting in the kitchen. Upon
being welcomed to the house, he asked in some
surprise, “are you a robot?”

Since 1996, FOCIS has contributed approximately
$76,000 to the Phillip Island Nature Parks for
specific use at Churchill Island.
Major contributions include $20,000 towards
construction of the stables, $9,700 towards
establishment of the FOCIS Volunteer Centre,
$4,300 donation towards promotion of Working
Horse Festivals. Other items include Cottage
restoration, perimeter walking path, garden supplies,
horse harnesses, 2 Clydesdale horses. A horse drawn
Buggy and Spring Cart (restored by Churchill Island
Rangers), purchase of antique dresser and table plus a
period wicker rocking chair and painting of Amess
House painted and donated by a member. In addition
funds have been used to purchase an anvil, horse
drawn seeder and baler, large tent, 2 cast iron seats,
2 timber seats, fence pickets for the Kitchen Garden,
photography, commemorative plaque and BBQ . Items
have also been donated by members and lovers of
Churchill Island.

FARM UPDATE
Jason Peters and Trevor Heywood came to the AGM
on the 25th July to give us an update on recent
activities. Unfortunately they were not able to stay
for a full report as a bus group was already waiting to
be shown around. However, we were told that the
working dogs, sheep shearing and carriage rides were
very popular, not forgetting the milking cow and the
baby animals. The wallabies were also very popular
and doing well. Mark Manteit, CEO of the Phillip
Island Nature Park joined us and gave an update on
how things were doing overall at the Nature Park.
Penguin numbers have increased since 1997 which is
good to know. The 3 park pass is very popular, this
means visitors are not just here to see the penguins
but are interested in all aspects of the attractions
Phillip Island and Churchill Island has to offer. There
will be a wildlife hospital included in the new
improvements at the Koala centre. The conservation
work is continuing with 35 foxes and many feral cats
eliminated.

The most important donation, which cannot be
accurately costed, is of course, the many thousands
of hours put in by FOCIS members and friends over
the many years FOCIS has been serving Churchill
Island.
In terms of anticipated future financial
commitments, the most significant will be in helping to
equip the proposed Churchill Island Living Museum,
which will include an archive centre. No time frame
has yet been identified by PINP Management, given
existing pressing commitments.

There was a good turn up for the AGM and we all
enjoyed the update by Rebecca Sanders on her
thesis, this talk was accompanied by a computer
projected (slide) presentation concerning early
charts which were made by the French and British. It
would seem that Churchill Island did not always
appear, but was very well known to the sealers and
other visitors to the area at that time.

It is proposed to quarantine, within the FOCIS Cash
Management Account $30,000 for this purpose. This
figure will be reviewed each year and upgraded if
possible.

We are very fortunate to have such an enthusiastic
young lady writing about our beautiful Island and look
forward to reading her entire thesis on its
completion.

Roger Hollingworth,
(Honorary Treasurer and Public Officer)

We would like to welcome the new committee and
wish them well for the future. ED.

&
MEMORIES OF A VISITOR
Before the first bridge to Churchill Island was
completed in 1959, cattle would be moved to or from
Phillip Island over a reef that made it possible at low
tide. An elderly gentleman, Bob, visited with much
enthusiasm, telling the story of helping to round up
the cattle and drive them across before the tide
began to come in again. This would be followed by cups
of tea and much chatter in the cosy kitchen. Such
stories bring our history to life once more, and a
feeling of warmth to the homestead.

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?

Would you like to receive newsletters
and other information via email?
If you have not already provided your
email address when renewing your
membership, then please do so by
sending an email to:
focis2009@hotmail.com

This story was told to Mary Mitchell when she was on
guide duty at the homestead. We are grateful to Mary
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CHANGED MEETING DATES
PINP staff have requested that meetings
not be held on the same day as the
market.
Future meetings will be held at:

1.30 pm on 2nd Saturday
of the month.
New dates are:

September 12th, 2009
November 14th, 2009
January 9th, 2010
March 13th, 2010
(This might be Labour Day Weekend)

ABOVE: Jason Peters with his new young working dog, Sheba

May 8th, 2010
July 10th, 2010 (AGM)

FUTURE EVENT:
THE VERY POPULAR

GARDEN LOVERS FESTIVAL
Event:

Garden Lovers' Festival

When: Sunday 8th November 2008
Time:

10am – 5pm

Where: Churchill Island
Tickets: Family - $25.75
Adult - $10.30
Child - $5.15
Concession - $7.20
Free with a 3 Parks Pass!

ABOVE: Trevor Heywood at the sheep shearing demonstration area

All revenue raised goes towards the
ongoing sustainability and management
of Churchill Island Heritage Farm.
Members who wish to volunteer,
please liaise with
Jason Peters at Churchill Island
or Lisa McKenzie (ph 5951 2820).
ABOVE: Cape Barren Geese parents and chicks at a roadside pond.

RIGHT: Mother Lapwing with
young chicks, hopefully
teaching them
NOT to jaywalk!
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
At the Annual General Meeting on July 25th
2009, it was pleasing to have such a good attendance over thirty!. A smooth transition was made with the
retirement of Jill and Fred Allen and the election of
new office bearers.
I know you will join me in both congratulating our
retiring President Fred Allen and Secretary Jill Allen
for their significant roles over the past few years and
in wishing them well in the future. Both have brought
great energy to their roles - Fred has maintained for
Focis a strong bond with PINP and Jill has been a
stalwart supporter of events (buttering hundreds of
scones!). and both have forged valuable connections
with local Historical Societies. Jill will be maintaining
her commitment to the Museum sub-committee
where she has put in many hours sorting through
documents.
At a time when local volunteer organisations have
trouble filling their executive committees we are
fortunate to have as our new President, Stella
Axarlis, currently a member of PINP Board, and as
Secretary, Julia Nelson – who has had a connection
with Phillip Island since childhood. Roger
Hollingworth remains as Treasurer, Marje Brophy as
Membership/Minute Secretary, and yours truly, Pat
Baird as Vice President. Several people have
volunteered as general committee members.

ABOVE: Rebecca Sanders pointing out
features of early French charts
(Courtesy of the National Library of Australia)

Stella has a passion for Churchill Island and the
preservation of its integrity. She brings with
her significant negotiating skills and a business
like approach to Focis meetings. For those of
you who do not yet know Stella, she is a lady of
great charm who has lived on Phillip Island for
over ten years and during that time has made a
significant contribution to Phillip Island in her
role as Board member of PINP. No doubt you will
recall that Ann Penaluna was also a Board
member during her time as President of Focis.
Julia likewise brings to her role both
enthusiasm and efficiency. Julia has chosen to
strengthen her ties to our community by joining our
Focis committee and pursuing the best possible
outcomes for Churchill Island and its history. She too
is charming and a most welcome addition to our team.

ABOVE: Our newly elected Committee Vice President Pat Baird,
President Stella Axarlis & Secretary Julia Nelson

The focus for Focis in the next year or two will be on
the proposed museum. This is an exciting and much
needed project and there will be much to be decided
and considered. We will need the knowledge and
wisdom of our members to contribute to this process.
We will try to keep you informed of what progress is
made and invite your participation
Pat Baird
RIGHT: Marje Brophy - Membership Secretary
& Roger Hollingworth - Treasurer
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LEFT:
A very interesting letter
Jill Allen came across whilst
archiving in the Volly Centre!

LEFT:
The letter was addressed to:
The Right Hon. The Director
of the Information Centre.
Information Centre “The Big House”
Churchill Island, VIC 3922
Australia.
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RENEWAL REMINDER

BRAIN TEASER!

Have you forgotten to renew your
membership? Look at the address
label on your newsletter. There
will be 3 asterisks which have been
highlighted. You need to renew as
soon as possible to receive any
further newsletters. If you have
misplaced your renewal form,
please send an email to:
focis2009@hotmail.com and one
will be forwarded to you, or leave a
message on (03) 5952-6692.

MADNESS - THE HUMAN MIND
Research from Cambridge University, UK
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