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DINOSAURS HIT CHURCHILL ISLAND

REMEMBER
GENERAL MEETINGS
2014
Saturday 10 May
Saturday 16 August
(AGM)
Saturday 8 November
1.30 pm Meeting Room
Churchill Island Visitors’
Centre
WORKING BEES
Saturday 8 March
10-12 (machinery)
Saturdays 13 September
and 15 November 8-10
(House or Garden)
We are on the web. See this issue in
colour
www.friendsofchurchillisland.org.au

President@
Secretary@

Visitors to
Churchill
Island in the
summer
school holidays found
an enclosure
of large
roaring dinosaurs close
to the entrance to
the heritage
area. Children could
also chip
away for
fossils and
paint themselves
or pictures.
Whilst a little
out of context
with the island’s
historical heritage, the exhibit
was popular with
children who
came in large
numbers. Many
parents who
came along visited the historical precinct and
were most interested and appreciative. Thanks go to
Nicoletta and many other PINP staff for their hard
work in attracting visitors to the heritage site.

Membership@

Ple2014
Please submit
copy for
the next newsletter by
26 June 2014

Treasurer@
friendsofchurchillisland.org.au

URGENT NOTICE: we still need more volunteers to work in the garden and assist
Greg Ryan. Please contact Christine on 5956 8501
or e: cgrayden@waterfront.net.au if you can give a few hours..

ABN 78667051020

Inc No A 00219007W
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Stella Axarlis AM
Our meeting on 8 February 2014 was almost totally devoted to the presentation by Matthew
Jackson, CEO of Phillip Island Nature Parks and
Mark Reilly of Tract Consultants. They both gave
a very detailed account of the draft findings for
the Churchill Island Key Area Plan (KAP)

•

Future site planning and design principles

•

Potential site changes, developments and services

•

The capacity of key visitor services

•

Other studies that are needed

They stressed that this was a 10-15 year plan
not a “Master Plan” but a “Strategic Framework”.
They acknowledged that Churchill Island will be
seen as a unique place with a range of landscape
qualities, heritage and leisure based activities and
facilities that match the needs of a broad cross
section of the Bass Coast community and visitors
to the region.

Above all it was important to contribute to Nature Parks

The KAP is an investment into the future and will
shape the direction of the Island while ensuring
we maintain the heritage and natural qualities.
Churchill Island will function as a venue for local
community and regional events. A modest and sensitive investment strategy is proposed and there
are many further studies to be completed, including a Conservation Management Plan.
The most pleasing aspect of it all was that: No
Accommodation is proposed on Churchill Island.
The project objectives was to develop a way of
thinking about Churchill Island and provide a
strategic planning framework that identifies:

strategic decision making.
Next steps will be:

•

To finalise and distribute the KAP summary report
for further consultation

•

Prepare a Conservation Management Plan to include,
context & heritage values, conservation policy, policy
application and interpretation guidelines

•

Infrastructure & services investigation in power /
water / sewer / telecoms systems.

All confirmed their appreciation of the Key Area Plan.
We also were delighted with the work of all members who
contributed to our New Constitution, which was approved.
Thank you to all who contributed and particularly the Committee and the enormous hours Tom O’Dea contributed to
this project. Thank you Tom.
I hope as many people as possible will join us on 10 May
2014.
With my very best wishes, Stella

CURATOR’S REPORT
Christine Grayden
Reaccreditation is all completed and approved.

March or April.

I attended a Cultural Tourism summit at the Nobbies in
November with speakers from Queensland Modern Art
Gallery, Tourism Victoria, Sovereign Hill, various venues
and businesses using state of the art technology, and
Matt Jackson speaking about the Phillip Island Nature
Parks. I have typed up my notes if anyone is interested.

I have completed and distributed draft wording for
the new Visitor Centre historical information signage. I have had very useful feedback from David
Maunders and Rebecca Sanders. Thank you very
much. Waiting on PINP staff now. Also now have to
do wording for the marine park, birds and vegetation. I was not happy with the wording about Alex
Classou, who bought CI at auction in 1973. So I
phoned him and had a lovely chat. He told me that
Sir John Knott, who was chairman of the Victoria
Conservation Trust at the time, invited Alex to tea
at the Windsor Hotel and persuaded him to sell the
island to the government. That was how civilized
doing business was in those days!

I have also typed up 9 pages of notes from last year’s
Museums Australia Vic state conference at Geelong. Just
ask if you would like a copy.
Next Tuesday I will be showing two of the organisers of
the MAV state conference 2015 around to various possible venues in Cowes for PINP to host the conference next
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We have had micro-bats in the house, getting in
through the gap in the hearth in the drawing room.
The bats were carefully removed from behind the
drapes and the gap blocked up with sealant.
Farm workers Dan and Jess have moved on. New replacements starting soon.
My volunteers Sandra, Margaret and Irene have
completed updating our newspaper cuttings file.
Irene is leaving to live on Flinders Island. We thank
her very much for her contribution and wish her the
best for the next phase of her life.
I purchased three pieces of china to go on the
kitchen dresser: a gravy boat, cream jug and milk
pitcher. I bought these on behalf of FOCIS for
$100 and am being reimbursed.
I will soon be working with gardener Greg and volunteer co-ordinator Pat on getting plans done for the
orchard, a new rose garden with 1880-1950 rose varieties and an adjoining gazebo as recognition of all
the work done by volunteers. FOCIS initiated the
idea of a gazebo about 10 years ago. Greg has asked

for funding from PINP for these things. They need to be
approved by Heritage Victoria before anything can go
ahead.
FOCIS received a $1500 grant from Bass Coast Shire
Council to make a DVD of the working horses and their handlers on Easter Saturday on CI. I am currently working out
the themes and shots we want to capture for this with Paul
Cooper, local videographer who will do the filming, and Dave
Newman from Heritage Working Horses, whose members
will be down over Easter. Very exciting!
Volunteer Jan Jonas pointed out a fading sign to me yesterday that referred to archaeological remains in the sheep
dog demonstration paddock as the foundations of a sealers’
hut. Farm worker Matt showed me where they were as I’d
never seen them before. I contacted Heritage Victoria and
spoke to records manager Jeremy about them and was told
that they were definitely nothing to do with sealers but at
this stage are a mystery. Jeremy suggested La Trobe Univ
might do a dig on the site and see if any artifacts are buried there. I will have to consult with Churchill Island managers about this. The sign has been removed as it was quite
inaccurate.

PHILLIP ISLAND NATURE PARK REPORT
Matthew Jackson, CEO
Firstly may I take this opportunity to again thank FOCIS
for their ongoing support.
YTD visitation is up 11,872 or 2.2% compared to last year
to which is very pleasing with a very strong Christmas
period.
YTD International visitation is up 16,822 or 5.8% compared to last year.
YTD Domestic visitation is down 4,950 or -2.0% compared
to last year.
Our proposed boat tours of the Summerland Peninsula will
be finalised by the Board this month for final approval
and if approved we anticipate launching the product in
December 2014.

Our fox eradication programme is progressing with
the recent purchase of our new scent and scat dogs
to assist our rangers in finding the last remaining
foxes. We have received a $192,000 Ian Potter

Foundation grant for Springer Spaniel dogs to
sniff out fresh scats. Rangers also working on
cats. We have had input into the Domestic Animal
Management Plan which will include dogs. We need
all agencies working together to control rabbits. A
strategy needs to be adopted and funded. Wallabies: the research department is looking at the
population. Results will go to Department of Environment and Primary Industries who will decide if
current numbers are right for the size of the island.

The South and North Coast beaches Key Area Plan strategic planning project will commence in March and we anticipate the project being completed in late August.
There will be plenty of opportunity for the community to
participate in providing feedback to the Nature Parks.

We completed an oil spill scenario called exercise
"penguino" with over 70 key stakeholders to which
was a great success and a further field scenario will
be held in May this year.

The Nature Parks was again awarded a "Green Flag" international accreditation for parks excellence, this is the
2nd year in a row this has been achieved.

This year's Penguin breading season has been poor,
however this is not unusual. The last three years of
breeding has been above average at the Penguin Parade.
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The Churchill Island Key Area Plan is based on Strategic
Plan 2012-2017. Key Area Plans for Summerlands, Churchill Island, south and north coasts, Koala Conservation
Centre, Rhyll Inlet and Ventnor Koala Reserve. The approach uses three core values: conservation, ecotourism, recreation. There will be 10-15 year plans. It is
not a master plan but a strategic framework. It requires
a modest and sensitive investment strategy and will need
further studies, e.g. Conservation Management Plan. The
Visitor Centre patently inadequate: built for 34,000 annual visitation, which is now 130,000+.
Developments will be in three phases starting with the
building of an events centre which can provide income
and also accommodate the visitor centre while is is redeveloped. The inclusion of a museum is possible for phase
three.

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD ON
February 8, 2014 at 1.30pm.
PRESENT: Stella Axarlis (President); Ruth O’Dea (Vice
President); Christine Grayden (Secretary); Tom O’Dea
(Treasurer); David Maunders (newsletter editor); Irene
McKell (FOK); Pam and John Baker; Ann and Peter Jelly;
Sue and Roger Hollingworth; Rob Langford; E Rebecca
Sanders; Margaret Geppert; Anne Davie; Jeff Cole; Andrew McLaren.
APOLOGIES: John and Robyn Boldiston; Pauline Taylor
(PICS); Gaye Cleeland (PIDHS); Hagen Geppert; Robyn
Holman.
The meeting was preceded by the regular update on Phillip Island Nature Parks by Matthew Jackson, CEO, and a
presentation on the Churchill Island Key Area Plan by its
author Mark Reilly from Tract Consulting. Stella thanked
both Matthew and Mark on behalf of FOCIS members.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 9th November
carried.
2013 David Maunders/Terry Holman
MATTERS ARISING:
a) Letter to Bob Baird re gift of Pat Baird’s books sent.
Bob wished the members to know that he and his family
greatly appreciate the acknowledgement.
b) May 10th GM speaker will be Thierry Roland from
Parks Victoria re life in the Churchill Island Marine Park.
c) Changes to our constitution have been approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
See p.5.

Suggest that $12,000 from general account be
placed into a six month term deposit with the RACV.
Existing term deposit which is set aside for museum
design be rolled over for 6 months. Tom O’Dea/
Stella Axarlis Carried.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT:
See p..6 Membership down to 177. A draft flyer has
been developed by O’Deas to encourage new members.
CURATOR’S REPORT: See p. 2.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Inwards:
Royalauto magazine, Feb 2014
The Penguin newsletter, Phillip Island Conservation
Society, Dec 2013
Museums Australia Magazine, Vol 22(2) Summer
2013
PICAL Course Guide T1 2014
Dept of Justice, Consumer Affairs Victoria, constitution changes approved
Dept of Justice, Working with Children Check Unit.
Copy of WWCCC for Christine Grayden.
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MINUTES (continued)
Outwards:
To Bob Baird thanking him for donation of Pat
Baird’s books, copyright, and waiving rights to royalties.

Parks Victoria on Life in the Churchill Island Marine
Park.
Meeting closed 4.00 p.m. Next meeting Sat 10 May
2014, 1.30 p.m. Churchill Island meeting room.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
Working bee dates: Farm machinery: Sat 8 March,
10 a.m. – 12 noon; House or garden: Sat 13.9.2014
and Sat 15.11.2014, both 8-10 a.m.
Next newsletter: copy due next weekend 15th February.
May meeting speaker will be Thierry Roland from

TREASURER’S REPORT for the 6 Months Ending 31 December 2013
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BUDGET POSITION as at 31 December 2013

MEMBERSHIP REPORT as at 31 December 2013
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FOCIS PRESIDENT RETURNS TO OPERA
Several decades ago, FOCIS President Stella Axarlis,
AM gave up a career as an internationally acclaimed
opera singer to run her family engineering company.
On this stage she made a significant contribution to
Vocational Education and Training and in 2011 was
presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award, Australia’s most prestigious award presented for distinguished service and a lasting contribution to Vocational Education and Training. She has now returned
to train up and coming opera performers with the
CitiOpera. a not-for-profit organisation promoting
Australian talent which relies on funding from grants,
charitable organisations and ticket sales.
CitiOpera’s mission is to perform opera in its original
language with English surtitles and to excite and inspire audiences. The semi-professional company is
under the artistic direction of Dr. Joseph Talia OAM,
a successful vocal teacher who has enjoyed a long
history as a professional tenor in Europe and Australia for many years.
CitiOpera’s members comprise professional music
teachers and regularly performing semi-professional
musicians.
Stella is directing the current production of Giuseppe

Verdi’s masterpiece Otello beginning March 28.
Based on Shakespeare’s play Othello, the Verdi operatic version will showcase upcoming opera talent in
Victoria. The CitiOpera performance of Otello is set
to wow audiences as it opens with the scene of a dramatic storm at sea, and unfolds with palpating scenes

CHANGES IN FARM STAFF
David Maunders
This summer we lost the services of Jess
Bloore, assistant farm manager, and Dan
Horton, shearer. Jess has been seven years
at Churchill Island starting as a teenage
trainee. She has taken up a place at
Longerenong Agricultural College to study
for a Diploma of Agriculture and is looking
forward to learning about dry land farming.
College has provided a house so that both
her canine and human partners are going too.
I co-wrote the centenary history of
Longerenong in 1989 and have great affection for it. I hope she enjoys her studies and
life in the Wimmera. Working dog demonstrations will miss them all. Dan has moved on
to Maru at Grantville to continue shearing
demonstrations.

of jealousy, arrogance and rage as a military hero, begins
to unravel.
Led by Italian maestro Gaetano Colajanni and directed by
Stella , CitiOpera’s Otello will bring to life Verdi’s majestic
score and Arrigo Boito’s dramatic libretto. Sung in Italian
with English surtitles, Otello premieres on Friday, March
28 at the Glen Eira Town Hall. Further performances will
take place on March 29, April 4 and April 5. Bookings essential – visit: www.ticketmaster.com.au.
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MOONAHS IN BLOOM

NEXT GENERAL
MEETING

Many of the islands heritage listed Moonah
trees are currently in bloom.

Saturday 10 May
1.30 pm Meeting Room,
Visitors’ Centre
Garden Volunteers
wanted: See page 1.

If you did not request delivery by
post, you will receive this newsletter
via email
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